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01/W4 NO N.B.: DATE 
01/13/94 930EC56 MOUERY 1-695 ALL ALL B HK 01/05/94 01/06/94 01/17/94 1-695 N.B STAT. 
12/31/93 OED nORSBERGER 1-195 IIAGNOLIA AUENUE RELAY B HK / / 01/07/94 / / NOISE REPORT 
/ / OED MILLER 1-495 CYPRESS GROUE LANE CABIN JOHN fl CBA / / 01/14/94 01/24/94 NOISE REPORT 
/ / OED KELLY 1-695- ST. THOnAS ORIUE FULLERTON CBA / / 01/14/94 01/19/94 NOISE REPORT 
/ / OED tlflODEN     < ' 1-95 UEST LAUREL PG HK / / 01/14/94 / / REOLINE LETTER 

01/21/94 OED OROVN     < • 1-95 HUNT CLUB ROAD ELKRIDGE HO HK / / 01/21/94 / / RSCHOLE nSNTS. 
01/28/94 OED niNT2 1-695 STEVENSON UILL. B HK / / 01/24/94 02/01/94 N.B.: DATEtCOST 
02/02/94 OED RYNO      < ' 1-695 yOODHOLflE AUENUE HOODHOLME VILL. B HK 01/25/94 01/27/94 02/17/94 N.B.« OTEJCOST 

/ / OED BEIHTZ-CUFFE ALL ALL CBA / / 01/27/94 01/31/94 LIST CRITERIA 
/ / OED BREUSTER   < i 1-695 PERRING PARKVAY B / / 01/27/94 02/02/94 BARRIER STATUS 

02/08/94 OED ROBINSON i 1-95 UEST LAUREL PG HK 02/01/94 02/08/94 02/17/94 BARRIER STATUS 
02/04/94 94JflN21 SANTORIELLO OUNHOODY ORIUE PERRING PKUY B HK / / 02/04/94 02/04/94 BARRIER STATUS 
02/09/94 94JflN25 DORtlftN i 1-95 HEST LAUREL PG HK 02/01/94 02/10/94 02/17/94 BARRIER STATUS 
02/25/94 OED OORflAN     < • 1-495 COLLEGE PARK HOODS HK / / 02/15/94 / / NOISE REPORT 
02/22/94 OED I1ISHRA \ CBA 02/15/94 02/16/94 02/23/94 TIRE N.B. HALL 
02/22/94 OED RYNO      < • 1-695 REGENCY PARK B HK 02/15/94 02/17/94 / / 
02/18/94 7593 HOFFtlAN    < i 1-695 REGENCY PARK B OJL 02/16/94 02/17/94 03/01/94 BARRIER 
02/22/94 OED DfORHAN    < CHECRY HILL ROAD ADELPHI HK 02/15/94 02/17/94 02/28/94 INTERin 

/ / OED PICCININI   " • 1-695 REGENCY PARK B HK 02/22/94 02/22/94 03/01/94 BARRIER 
/ / OED HOLLINGER   1 • 1-695 REGENCY PARK B OJL 02/22/94 02/22/94 / / BARRIER 
/ / OED JANZEGERS HARCANDO LANE PE HK / / / / 01/24/94 LANDSCAPING 
/ / OED MOLONEY    i • 1-95 REDfllLES AUENUE BROOKLYN BRIDGE HK / / / / 02/17/94 

03/10/94 94FEB36 LEVIN     1 1 1-695 REGENCY PARK B HK 03/01/94 03/01/94 03/08/94 BARRIER 

w 
OED Lfl flOTTE    i ' 1-695 REGENCY PARK B HK / / / / 03/01/94 BARRIER 
94l1fiR45 OURtlflN     1 1-95 BARBARA DRIVE BELTSVILLE PG HK 03/29/94 03/29/94 04/08/94 N.B.:N.LEV. 

/ / FROSH     ( • 1-495 OLD GEORGETOHN RD 6ETHESDA no HDS / / / / 03/10/94 
/ / OEO niLLER no 50 FOREST ROAD CHEVERLY PG CBA 04/04/94 05/04/94 / / 

02/28/94 94FEB21 THOHAS     1 • RTE 32 ROUTE 29 RIVER GLEN HO DR 02/15/94 / / 04/05/94 
/ / OEO BENTLEY    1 i 1-695 SATYR HILL PERRING PKHY BC HK / / / / 04/08/94 
/ / OED nANNING 1-695 THORNTON ROAD LUTHERVILLE BC JH / / / / 04/14/94 STATUS 

04/27/94 94flPR32 tIALLONEE RTE 194 UYNOALE COURT GLADE TOHNE FC HK 04/19/94 04/20/94 07/01/94 N.B.«N.LEV. 
04/27/94 OEO PICCININI   < ' 1-695 STEUENSON ROAD STEUENSON VILLAGE BC HK 04/20/94 04/20/94 / / 1-695 HIDENING 
05/17/94 94flPR35 PICCININI   i 1 1-695 STEUENSON ROAD STEUENSON UILLA6E BC HK 05/02/94 04/20/94 / / •   •    • 

05/17/94 OEO SCHRU6RING CBA / / / / 05/02/94 CARSONITE LETTER 
/ / OED VYNN 1-95 CLIFFORD ROAD HHITE HARSH CBA / / / / 05/04/94 NOISE REPORT 
/ / TROTTER    < • U.S. 50 HILLOH GROVE HDS / / / / 04/18/94 
/ / OED DROVN     1 > 1-95 BAUtlAN DRIUE HUNT CLUB ESTATES HO HK 05/17/94 05/17/94 / / INTERIH 
/ / OEO PENOERGRASS ' 1-95 BAUHAN ORIUE HUNT CLUB ESTATES HO HK 05/17/94 05/17/94 / / INTERin 

04/29/94 OED HOVARD no 103 tlONTGOHERY ROAD ELLICOTT CITY HO KOP / / 05/19/94 05/23/94 NOISE REPORT 
/ / VARO U.S. 50 CANANARO DRIVE ANNAPOLIS Hfl HK / / 06/14/94 06/16/94 N.B.:COST 
/ / OED OERNOA 1-95 HEST LAUREL PG HK / / / / 05/31/94 BARRIER STATUS 
/ / OED CECCHINI 1-95 HEST LAUREL PG HK / / / / 05/31/94 BARRIER STATUS 
/ / OED D0RI1AN     1 i 1-95 HEST LAUREL PG HK / / / / 05/31/94 BARRIER STATUS 
/ / OED RUSSEL/KLIT 1-370 ROSEMNT no CBA / / 06/13/94 06/21/94 HEASURE NOISE 
/ / OED BENTLEY    1 ' 1-83/695 MORRIS AVENUE COUNTRY CLUB PARK BC HK / / 06/14/94 / / NOISE REPORT 
/ / OENIS • 1-495 RALEIGH TAVERN CT FERNHOOD no OJL / / / / 05/31/94 HALL EXTENSION 

06/23/94 94JUN9 BENTLEY    1 ' 1-695 RUXTON CROSSING CT RUXTON BC HK 06/17/94 06/17/94 / / 1-695 HIDENING 
06/23/94 94JUN8 DORriAN 1 MO 198 DORSET ROAD LAUREL RIDGE PG HK 06/09/94 06/20/94 / / yftLL EXTENSION 
06/24/94 94JUN13 MAHLEY     1 SHELBOURHE ROAD BC HK 06/10/94 / / / / NOISE BARRIER 
"^k 8473 COLLINS 1 RTE 702 FRANKLIN AVENUE OJL 06/16/94 06/24/94 / / INTERin 

O6/3W4 OED KESTEL TALLY COURT NORTH BROOKFIELD ftfi HK 05/26/94 / / 05/26/94 BARRIER 
/ / OEO DORtlAN • HO 198 DORSET ROAD LAUREL RIDGE PG / / / / 06/01/94 mx nns. BYRAH 

06/30/94 94JUN22 RYND      ) • 1-695 STEUENSON ROAD STEVENSON POST BC HK 06/16/94 06/29/94 / / 1-695 UIDENIMG 
07/07/94 94JUN31 HECHT RTE 355 TEUKESBURY TERRACE GERriANTOHN HK 06/24/94 07/05/94 07/12/94 LANDSCAPE/FENCE 
06/30/94 8501 HOFFtlAN    < ' 1-695 STEVENSON ROAD STEVENSON POST BC OJL 06/27/94 06/29/94 / / 1-695 WIDENING 
07/27/94 OED nOUERY 1-695 JENNIFER ROAD CROflHOOO/SATYR HIL BC CBA 07/18/94 08/01/94 / / PROJECT STATUS 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

0. James Lighthizer 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

September 14, 1994 

Mr. Frank Abate 
7555 Pepperell Drive 
Bethesd.a  MD 20817 

Dear Mr. Abate: 

Thank you for your call to Mr. Jim Hade concerning highway traffic noise from I-495, 
near your home on Pepperell Drive.  As you requested, we have enclosed a copy of 
the Noise Abatement Criteria.   I'd also like to share some information from our records 
regarding your community. 

A year ago our office performed noise measurements throughout the Al Marah 
community.  We found that none of the measurements currently exceed the 67 decibel 
.impact threshold,. Previous, studies done.as part ofan-environmental study indicated , 
a maximum of four residences would be impacted by future traffic noise. 

In the environmental study it was determined-to protect'these residences, a noise 
barrier costing about $1 million would have to be built.  The cost would greatly exceed 
the $40,000/per residence limit established in our Noise Abatement Policy.  As Mr. 
Hade explained in your telephone conversation, in order for any community to be 
considered for noise abatement, all of our criteria must be met. 

I hope this information clarifies your concerns, but should you have any questions, 
please feel free to contact Mr. Jim Hade, of our Acoustic Team at (410) 333-8071. 

Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

Enclosure 

cc:      James Hade 

My telephone number is .— —— 

Maryland Relay Service for Imoaired Hearing-or Speech 
1-8r0-735-225.8 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Addres •''FO   BOX 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
,^u   ^-.,,.^   C'--..^   •   CCI'Ir-o'O     M^rvlqnd   21202 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
Sta te High way A dministra tion 

d 
6 

O. James Lighthizer 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

January 31, 1994 

Ms. Maggie Benitez-Cuffee 
10633 Green Mountain Circle 
Columbia MD 21044 

Dear Ms. Benitez-Cuffee: 

Thank you for your recent inquiry to Mr. George Miller of our District 7 Office 
concerning the criteria for traffic noise relief under the State Highway Administration's 
Noise Abatement Policy.  In order for a community to be considered for noise abatement 
all of the following points must be met: 

noise levels must exceed the impact threshold level of 67 decibels (dBA); 

a majority of the impacted residences must have preceded the highway; 

construction of an effective noise barrier must be feasible; 

cost must be reasonable; cost per impacted residence that is protected may 
not exceed $40,000; 

seventy-five percent (75%) of the affected residents must favor the project; 
and 

funds must be available. 

We receive many more requests for noise barriers than we have the resources to address. 
We must strictly adhere to the policy requirements in order to ensure a fair and 
equitable method of determining where noise barriers should be considered and erected. 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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(0 Ms. Benitez-Cuffee 
Page 2 

I hope this information adequately addresses your concerns. If you have any questions or 
wish to discuss this issue further, please feel free to contact Mr. Gene Miller of this office 
at (410) 333-8071. 

Hes'B". Aoams 
Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

cc:       Gene Miller - OED 
George Miller - District 7 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

1 
O. James Lighthizer 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

Mr. John Bragale 
6 3 08 Rockhurst Road 
Bethesda  MD 

Dear Mr. Bragale: 

Per your request, I have listed below the tentative project 
advancement dates for the noise barrier to be constructed along 
1-495, at Fernwood Road to East of Old Georgetown Road. 

Please keep in mind that these dates are anticipated and subject 
to change as planning and design phases of this project advance. 
Also, our records do indicate that your residence (6308 Rockhurst 
Road) will.be protected by the noise barrier. 

Advertisement of project - Spring 1995 

Bid opening -"Say 1995 

Anticipated completion — Fall 19 9 6 

If you have any questions regarding this information, please feel 
free.to contact me at (410) 333-8073. 

Sincerely, 

Shawn A. Newson 
Acoustic Team 

'uMtiu 

cc: Jim Hade 
Ken Polcak 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

i 
v^? \ »» 

O. James Lighthizer 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

PLEASE REPLY TO : 
OFFICE OF DISTRICT ENGINEER 
5111  BUCKEYSTOWN PIKE 
FREDERICK . MARYLAND 21701-8305 June 14, 1994 

Howard County Dept. of Public Works 
3430 Court House Drive 
Ellicott City, MD  21043 

Attn:  Mr. Tom Butler 

Subject:  Noise and Vibration Study 

Dear Mr. Butler: 

Enclosed is a copy of the Noise and Vibration Study for the 
Howard Residence, located at 4 271 Montgomery Road (MD 103) in 
Ellicott City.  The summary identifies a small water valve 
located in the roadway as a part of the vibration problems being 
experienced by the resident. 

Please review the report and consider relocating the valve 
to a point outside of the traveled roadway.  In my estimation 
this will assist in satisfactorily alleviating the problems being 
experienced by this resident. 

Should you have any guestions or comments, please contract 
John W. Wright, Jr., District Utility Engineer, of this office. 

Thank you for your usual cooperation in resolving this 
issue 

Very truly yours, 

Douglas R. Rose . 
District Engineer 

DRR:JWW:pw 

cc:  Dave Malkowski 
Charlie Adams 
George Miller 
Richard Lindsay- 

Enclosed 1301) 694-2025 
My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing, or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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O. James Lighthizer 

Maryland Department of Transportation      W" HaiTaLff ' e 
State Highway Administration AdminS.or     / 

October 27, 1994 

Mr. Marshall Carter 
771 ^ Delafield Place 
Alexandria VA 22306 

Dear Mr. Carter: 

Secretary Lighthizer asked me to thank you for your recent letter about State Highway 
Administration (SHA) "report cards." We appreciate your feedback on our facilities, 
and are happy that you find them to be satisfactory. 

We agree that it would be wasteful to solicit opinions and then not to accept the 
responses. There was an unfortunate misunderstanding at SHA about the area 
covered by the mailing permit, which led to your card's being returned to you.  We 
apologize for any inconvenience this may have caused, and thank you for taking the 
time to bring the situation to our attention, so we could take corrective action. 

We hope you continue to enjoy your travels in Maryland.  I have enclosed a Scenic 
Routes map which you might find of interest on your future trips. 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

Enclosure 

cc:      Secretary 0. James Lighthizer 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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-'* \b 
Mr. Marshall Carter 
October 27, 1994 
Page Two 

bcc:    Mr. Charles B. Adams 
Ms. Liz Kalinowski 
Mr. Edward Meehan 

Prepared By: Charles B. Adams 
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STATE OF MARYLAND 
)FFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

IN BEPLY REFER TO        C/SP-MDOT 
WILLIAM DONALD SCHAEFEH 

GOVERNOR 

ANNAPOLIS OFFICE 
STATE HOUSE 

ANNAPOLIS: MARYLAND 2M01 
' (3011 974 3901 

' BALTIMORE OFFICE 
ROOM 1513 

301 WEST PRESTON STREET 
BALTIMORE. MARYLAND 21201 

June 16, 1994 (3011225.1800 
WASHINGTON OFFICE 

SUJTE 315 
at NORTH CAPITOL STREET. N.W 

WASHINGTON. D C  20001 
(202)638-2215 

Ms. Pat Concannon TDDOOD 333-3098 
1606 Alston Road 
Towson MD  21204-1910 

Dear Ms. Concannon: 

Thank you for your recent letter about the sound barrier planned for 1-695 and 1-83.   I 
appreciate your kind words about my term as Governor. 

1 understand your love of nature and the fact-.that traffic does not annoy you as much as it 
may your neighbors.   However, the noise levels at 1-695 and 1-83 are high.   In fact, they 
exceed the nationally recognized impact threshold.   Noise at this level is itself a form of 
pollution which affects the quality of life.   For this reason, Maryland has undertaken a 
program to provide noise relief to communities which existed when some of our older 
highways-those constructed before we had noise criteria—were built. 

I also understand State Highway representatives have met with you several times about the 
project and that their designers are looking at ways to minimize the impacts to your property. 
Trees which would have to be removed will be replaced.   Utilities will be relocated so as not 
to create unsafe conditions near your pool.   Once the wall is in place, noise levels will be 
reduced in your backyard as well as your neighbors', making them more usable than they are 
now.   SHA does not expect any rise in noise levels behind the barrier, so you should not 
experience a noise increase in your bedroom. 

Again, thank you for taking the time to share your concerns with me.   I hope you will be 
pleased with the result of this project. -•• 

bcc:,i-^Mr. Charles B. Adams 
Sincerely, Mr. Dale Hilliard 

•   ..      ' _ Mr. Charles R. Olsen 
Secretary O. James Lighthizer 

Governor 

MOOT 
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bcc:     Mr. Charles B. Adams 
Mr. Dale Hilliard 
Mr. Charles R. Olsen 
Secretary O. James Lighthizer 

Prepared By:   Charles B. Adams 



*  ^2 O- James Lighthizer 

Maryland Department of Transportation ' J     S^Z^ 
State Highway Administration Administrator 

May 31, 1994 

Mr. Louis A. Cecchini 
Chairman 
Laurel Ridge Citizens for Noise Barrier 
16200 Laurel Ridge Drive 
Laurel MD 20707 

Dear Mr. Cecchini: 

I would like to let you know the current status of the soundwall construction project in 
West Laurel. 

A contract was awarded to Greanya Construction of New Freedom, Pennsylvania, and 
work began on January 24.  Unfortunately, construction stopped soon after the bulk of 
the clearing was completed. We were then informed that the contractor had filed for 
Chapter 7 bankruptcy protection in the Federal Bankruptcy Court at Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania. 

Our attorney has been in contact with the trustee, and is attempting to obtain the 
release of this project to the bonding company so that we can arrange to complete 
the construction.  It appears that this release will be issued within the next several 
weeks. When it is, we will take immediate action to begin negotiations with the 
bonding company to finish this very important project. I am optimistic that much of 
the wall can be installed this year. 

I hope this information will help you to respond to your members as questions arise. 
We will let you know of all developments as they unfold. 

Sincerely, 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
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•STATE OF MARYLAND 

pFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

IN REPLY REFER TO ADM 

March 31, 1994 

Mr. Louis A. Cecchini 
Chairman 
Laurel Ridge "citizens for Noise Barrier 
16200 Laurel Ridge Drive 
Laurel  MD  2 07 07 

WILLIAM DONALD SCHAEFER 
GOVERNOR 

ANNAPOLIS OFFICE 
STATE HOUSE 

100 STATE CIRCLE 
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401' 

(410) 974-3901 

BALTIMORE OFFICE 
SUITE 1513 

301 WEST PRESTON STREET 
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 21201 

(410) 225-4800 

. WASHINGTON OFFICE 
SUITE 311 

444 NORTH CAPITOL STREET, N W 
WASHINGTON, DC. 20001 

(202)638-2215 

TDD (410) 333-3098 

Dear Mr. Cecchini: 

I appreciated hearing from you again about the proposed new sound 
barrier for your Laurel Ridge community.  When we met last year, 
I was impressed by your and your neighbors' commitment to your 
neighborhood. 

The project for the barrier for West Laurel has, in fact, come in 
under budget and the funds are available to fund the barrier for 
Laurel Ridge.  I am pleased to tell you that I have approved the 
second barrier and instructed the State Highway Administration to 
add the project to the current job.  You have made a very 
compelling argument for this site and it has paid off. 

I add my thanks to you for your persistence and drive and quickly 
point out the support for this project of Senator Dorman and 
Delegates Maloney, Rosapepe and Menes.  They represented you and 
your community well and urged my approval of the Laurel Ridge 
sound barrier.  I am very happy to be able to help. 

I would very much enjoy another opportunity to visit Laurel Ridge 
and see the fruits of our labors.  Please let me know if you 
would like to schedule a visit. 

Sincerely, 

>rnor   \ Governor 

HtueujjtH//. 
Mr. & Mrs. L. A. Cecchini 
16200 Laurel Ridge Drive 
Laurel, Maryland 20707 
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O^ames Lighthizer 

MarylandDepartmentofTransportation TalZlsou 
State Highway Administration Administrator 

May 31, 1994 

Mr. Thomas Dernoga 
President 
West Laurel Civic Association 
Post Office Box 449 
Laurel MD 20707 

Dear Mr. Dernoga: 

I would like to let you know the current status of the soundwall construction project in 
West Laurel. 

A contract was awarded to Greanya Construction of New Freedom, Pennsylvania, and 
work began on January 24.  Unfortunately, construction stopped soon after the bulk of 
the clearing was completed. We were then informed that the contractor had filed for 
Chapter 7 bankruptcy protection in the Federal Bankruptcy Court at Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania. 

Our attorney has been in contact with the trustee, and is attempting to obtain the 
release of this project to the bonding company so that we can arrange to complete 
the construction.  It appears that this release will be issued within the next several 
weeks. When it is, we will take immediate action to begin negotiations with the 
bonding company to finish this very important project.  I am optimistic that much of 
the wall can be installed this year. 

I hope this information will help you to respond to your members as questions arise. 
We will let you know of all developments as they unfold. 

Sincerely, 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

My telephone number is  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

O. James Lighthizer 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

Engineer 
Development 

dams 

ental Design 

July 13, 1994 

Use of open-end highway agreement BCS 92-12B for Noise measurements 
and design studies 

As per our earlier conversation, we have received and reviewed a technical proposal for 
noise measurements and design studies for noise barriers on the 1-495 section from 
approximately 3000' east to 6,000' west of the I 495/MD 187 interchange.  The-proposal 
is acceptable with minor revisions. 

Please notify Johnson Mirmiran and Thompson to proceed with the work, subject to 
minor modifications that we have asked them to make to the proposal (noted on the 
enclosed proposal, and faxed to Mr. Dan Cheng 7/8/94). 

If you have any questions regarding this request please do not hesitate to call Mr. Ken 
Polcak, of this office, at (410) 333-8082. 

CG^^^MrrJim-Hade^1^'^--3 

Mr. Ken Polcak 

My telephone number is 

Stre 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
et Address: 707 North Caivert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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Joseph Geckle 
Project Engineer 
MD State Highway Admin. 
AA-315-502-572 
January 14, 1994 

•• 
Greenwood Acres 
Project Manager 
Gene Gogolinski 

Please be advised that there are no plans to construct a noiae 
abatement wall system for the community of Greenwood Acres, 
currently under construction, on second street in Anne Arundel 
County. A section of the noise abatement wall system for the 
existing community of North River Forest shall extend approximately 
300 feet east of South Haven Road. This wall however is neither 
designed nor anticipated to provide any noise abatement for the 
Greenwood Acres community. Plans for the noise barrier systems 
currently under construction may be reviewed at our field office on 
Harry Truman Parkway. 

Sincerely, 

Joseph Geckle 

cc: F.Eisen - Hwy. design 
B.Davitt - Area Eng. 

My telephone number Is        (410) 841-5450 

,«• mmmm o ... Ttietypewrtter for impalrad HMring or Speech 
383-7SS5 Baltimore Metro • 565-0451 D.C. Metro • 1-800.492.50e2 Statewide Toll Free 

707 North Calvcrt St., Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717 
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October 31, 1994 

Mr. Robert H. Goodin 
Director of Public Works 
111 Maryland Avenue 
Rockville  MD 20850-2364 

Dear Mr. Goodin: 

Thanks for your letter on behalf of Mr. Thomas Moore regarding noise near his home 
adjacent to 1-270.  A year ago we corresponded with Mr. Thomas explaining the factors 
and rationale behind the noise barrier decision in his area.   I am sorry to say that the 
circumstances concerning this area have not changed, however I would like to share with 
you the factors behind our position. 

When 1-270 was planned for widening an environmental impact assessment was 
conducted which studied the potential future, impacts with the proposed road 
improvements.  It was found that future noise levels will not equal or exceed the Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA) criteria level of 67 decibels (dBA) at any of the homes 
on Nelson Street, Owens Court, and Beall, Anderson, and Wilson Avenues.   In fact, at 
Owens Court the future noise levels are projected to be 3-4 dBA below the FHWA 
criteria level.  This is basically due to the distance of the homes from the highway (over 
300-600 feet). 

For an area to be considered for noise abatement, noise levels must equal or exceed the 
FHWA criteria level. The noise barrier that was constructed was not extended further . 
south because those residences are not within the impacted area. 

Finally, there is an additional factor that should be mentioned regarding this particular 
situation.  Even if the existing noise barrier were extended to the south, the actual noise 
reduction realized at the subject residences would be quite limited.  We find that barriers 
are most effective only for receptors located within 100-200 feet of the noise barrier.  In 
general, homes situated at a greater distance away from or behind a noise barrier cannot 
be protected sufficiently to justify the associated cost of the barrier system.  Even if noise 
levels were higher in this area, providing substantial abatement of the noise would be 
difficult because the residences would not be located close to the barrier, where the 
greatest noise reduction would be realized. 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735:2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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Mr. Robert H. Goodin 
Page Two 

I regret that we do not have a more positive response to offer Mr. Moore, but I hope 
you understand our position. If you should have further questions, please feel free to 
contact me at (410) 333-8063. 

i. Adams 
Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

cc:       Mr. Jim Hade 
Mr. Thomas Moore 
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Secretary 
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Administrator 

May 20, 1994 

=••? 

Ms. Mary Grace Howard 
4271 Montgomery Road 
Ellicott City MD  21043 

Dear Ms. Howard: 

I am writing to report the results of the noise and vibration 
testing completed recently at your home adjacent to MD 103 in 
Howard County.  A copy of the consultant's report is enclosed for 
your information. 

Noise and vibration measurements were taken at the same time on 
your property to assess both the amount of traffic noise 
traveling through the air, and the amount of vibration traveling 
through the ground.  The location tested was adjacent to the 
corner of your home, closest to MD 103.  This is also in the 
vicinity of the small water valve located in the roadway in front 
of your home.  The testing was begun in the mid-morning and 
lasted through the late afternoon, and measured noise and 
vibration levels continuously over that time period.  In 
addition, numerous samples of individual "events" involving large 
trucks passing by on MD 103 in front of your home were also 
taken. 

The average noise level (Leg) was found to range from 67 to 70 
decibels (dBA), which is at or above our noise impact threshold 
level of 67 dBA.  This is as expected given the close proximity 
of the house to the roadway.  The noise, traveling through the 
air, may also be a partial source of vibrations you have 
experienced.  However, a noise barrier for this area would not be 
an effective solution because the several driveways that access 
onto MD.103 would.create gaps that would render a barrier 
ineffective at reducing the noise level. 

Eight out of 40 samples of the vibration level were above the 
threshold of perception, meaning that those levels could be felt. 
The magnitude of the vibration level was also found to be far 
below that which could cause any structural damage to the house. 

The vibration samples were taken when large trucks passed over 
the small water valve located in the center of the lane closest 
to your house.  The valve cover and it's collar have settled 
below the pavement surface, creating a situation quite similar to 
that of a small, shallow "pothole". 

My telephone number is —. — 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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Occasionally, a large truck will pass over the spot and the tires 
will hit the "hole".  Thus,  the potential for the highest 
vibration levels occurs when the vehicle's tires actually pass 
over the valve. 

The earlier repair which partially filled the settled area around 
the valve has not totally eliminated the problem. 
Recent inspection of the site shows that the valve collar itself 
must be raised to be flush with the pavement surface. 

I have brought this to the attention of our District Engineer Mr. 
Doug Rose, who will look at ways to correct the problem.  Once 
the pavement surface and valve cover are flush, the potential for 
causing excessive vibration should be greatly diminished. 

Thank you for your patience and cooperation in this matter, and 
for bringing this situation to our attention.  Should you have 
any additional guestions or concerns, please feel free to contact 
me at 333-8063. 

Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

Enclosure 
CBA/kp 

cc:  Mr. Doug Rose 
Mr. Charles Watkins 
Mr. George Miller 
Mr. Richard' Lindsey 
Mr. John Wright 

, Mr. Jim Hade 
Mr. Ken Polcak 



O. James Lighthizer 

Maryland Department of Transportation TJZsov 
State Highway Administration Administrator 

July 7, 1994 

Mr. Keith A. Harris 
Acting Chief, Special Projects 
Baltimore District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Post Office Box 1715 
Baltimore MD 21203-1715 

Dear Mr. Harris: 

Recently we approved your written request for an extension of the deadline for receipt 
of comments on the preliminary Final Environmental Impact Statement for MD 100, 
MD 104 to I-95.  Inadequate staff to handle workloads was cited as a major reason for 
the delay. You also indicated, both in your letter and during discussions with Cynthia 
Simpson and Linda Kelbaugh, that the State Highway Administration (SHA) needed to 
identify priorities because the Corps budget and staff losses could result in future 
difficulties in meeting SHA schedules. 

These issues are of particular concern to SHA. When the Region 3 NEPA/404 
agreement was signed by the federal agencies in 1992, the Corps committed to 
providing sufficient staff to make the process work. We believe that the merged 
environmental/regulatory process is superior to the traditional, sequential 
environmental approval, permit application process.  Project problems and 
environmental/permit issues can be addressed in a timely manner. 

The Region 3 Task Force was also concerned about demands on staff and identified 
job-sharing with member federal agencies as a way to support the NEPA/404 process. 
Has this avenue been pursued? Is it possible to delegate some work to the state 
permit agencies? Is it possible to reallocate resources within the Corps so that more 
man hours are devoted to the more complex projects? 

Your suggestion of transferring SHA projects from the Special Project section to 
another Corps section is of particular concern to us. That would not be satisfactory 
because it appears that other sections are not familiar with the NEPA/404 process. 
Such a transfer could result in inconsistent and extended review of SHA projects. 

My telephone number is - 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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Mr. Keith A. Harris 
July 7, 1994 
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^ansportation neerXSs oXlanS      ^ ^^ Commit"1^ and ,he 

Sincerely 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

cc: Mr. Charles Adams 
Colonel Randall Inouye 
Mr. Louis H. Ege, Jr. 
Ms. Linda Kelbaugh 
Mr. Lenny Kotkiwicz 
Mr. Neil Pedersen 
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Maryland Department of Transportation ^j     ^XL, 
State Highway Administration Adm.mstrator 

July 14, 1994 

Mr. Norman Hecht 
20934 Tewkesbury Terrace 
Germantown MD  20876 

Dear Mr. Hecht: 

Thank you for your letter regarding safety along MD 355 near your home in the 
Stratford Knolls community, and about noise which highway expansion may generate. 

During the preliminary planning for the MD 355 expansion, the potential noise effect of 
the proposed improvements was evaluated.   It was concluded that further evaluation  * 

. during the project design phase was required before we could determine if noise 
abatement is needed, feasible, and cost effective. 

In the meantime, if you have any questions, please contact Charlie Adams, Director of 
our Office of Environmental Design.  Charlie can be reached at (410) 333-8063. 

Sincerely, 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

cc:      Mr. Charles B: Adams 

My telephone number is —i  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing'-or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street •-Baltimore. Maryland 21202 
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Mr. Norman Hecht 
July 14, 1994 
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bcc:    Mr. James Hade 
Mr. Creston J. Mills, Jr. 
Mr. Charles R. Olsen 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
The Secretary's Office 

William Donald Schasfor 
Governor 

O. James Ughthlzer 
Secretary 

Stephen G. Zentz 
Deputy Secretary 

January 24, 1994 

Ms. Eliane Janzegers 
3209 Marcando Lane 
Upper Marlboro MD  20772 

Dear Ms. Janzegers: 

Thank you for your recent letter about landscaping and road maintenance needs in Prince 
George's County. 

Your suggestions would undoubtedly improve each of the areas you noted, and I have asked 
the State Highway Administration's (SHA) Office of Environmental Design to investigate 
each of your areas of interest.  The Office of Environmental Design is responsible for both 
landscaping and the wildflower program. 

I have also asked SHA to contact you to discuss your suggestions in more detail, and 
you can expect to hear from SHA in the next two weeks.  In the meantime, if you have any 
questions please feel free to contact Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of SHA's Office of 
Environmental Design, at (410) 333-8063. 

I appreciate your interest in improving the appearance of the highways in your area, and we 
look forward to working with you. 

Sincerely, 

Lighthizer 
Secretary 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams 

My telephone number is (410)- 859-7600 
T7Y For the Deaf: (410) 684-6919 

Post Office Box 8755. Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 

ft. 



zn 
Ms. Elaine Janzegers 
January 19, 1994 
Page Two 

bcc:     Mr. Dale Hilliard 
Mr. Hal Kassoff 
Mr. Creston J. Mills, Jr. 

prepared by Shawn Newson and Charlie Adams, SHA, 333-8063 



Maryland Department of Transportation    <(f\ vl 
State Highway Administration 

July 13, 1994 

Johnson, Mirmiran and Thompson, P.A. 
72 Loveton Circle 
Sparks, MD  21152 

Attn:   Mr. Daniel Cheng, P.E. 

RE: BCS 89-17C 
JMT Job No. 89360 

s4 
0. James Lighthizer 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

Gentlemen: - - 

Thank you for your letter dated June 17, 1994 outlining JMT's resources for continuing 
Noise Abatement Engineering work for the State Highway Administration. 

We hereby approve the requested transfer of funds from'subcontracts to JMT ii^the BCS 
89-17C agreement, as outlined in your June 17th letter. 

Wejook forward to continuing the high level of service that we have received in the past, 

ft 

jykr. Charles^. Adams 
Director 
Office of Environmental Design ' 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
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Sta te High way A dministra tion AdminSor 

PLEASE REPLY TO: _        IQQA 
OFHCE OF DISTRICT ENGINEER June    1J ,    ±yy4 
P.O. BOX 3347 
LA VALE. MARYLAND 21504-3347 

RE:  Signing Issues and Noise from 1-68 
The Inn At Walnut Bottom 
Cumberland 
Allegany County 

Mrs. Sharon Kazary 
120 Greene Street 
Cumberland, MD 21502 

Dear Mrs. Kazary: 

Thank you for your letter of June 2, noting concern about several 
signing issues and the effects of traffic noise from 1-68 on your Inn. 

I have asked our Resident Maintenance Engineer, Mr. Jim Brant, to 
have the Team Leader in charge of maintenance along the freeway remove 
all tree growth that would be blocking visibility to the logo signs in 
the Mason's Barn area. I can assure you this will be taken care of by 
the end of the week of June 13. 

With respect to the new logo signing for Cumberland, Mr. Keith 
has checked with the Logo Coordinator in Baltimore and approval for 
the new signs should be out within the next two weeks.  I am glad that 
we have been able to provide some additional signing for Cumberland 
businesses. 

Your third concern, that of traffic noise, is one that is not as 
easily addressed as the sign problems.  Therefore, I would like to 
personally meet with you to go over the SHA's noise barrier program so 
that you can get a good understanding of what our approach has been to 
traffic noise that affects nearby residents.  I would appreciate it if 
you could give my secretary a call to set up a convenient time we can 
meet. 

ii . •   u u 777-2145: FAX: 729-6968 My telephone number is  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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Mrs. Sharon Kazary 
June 13, 1994 
Page 2 

We appreciate your interest in these matters and we look forward 
to meeting with you real soon. 

TWB:GHS:bp 
cc:  C. Adams 

E. Tabacek 
G. Small 
F. Crozier 
J. Brant 

IrBeamieu 
District Engineer 
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^WALNUT CBOTTOM 

120 Greene Street 
Cumberland,  cTWaryiand   21502 

(301)777-0003 

% 

June 2, 1994 

Wally Bealieu 
Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 
P.O. Box 3347 
LaVale, Maryland  21504-3347 

Dear Wally: 

I wo 
I have three concerns with the Highway Department that 

uld like to place on your long list or things to do. 

First of all, my hi 
an overgrowth of trees for 
leaves are back on the tree 
Inn at Walnut Bottom sign. 
Eo out and cut down these t 
ut we didn't want to viola 
office last year, we were a 
of, but it has not yet been 
if it would be alright for 
crew is able to handle it? 

ghway sign near Mason's Barn has had 
quite some time.  Now that the 
s it is very difficult to read the 
My husband would be very happy to 
rees so that the sign can be seen, 
te any state rules.  In calling your 
ssured that this would be taken care 
done.  Would you please let me know 

us to cut down the trees, or if your 

My second concern is that I applied for a position on 
the new signboard on the eastbound lanes of Interstate 68 
several weeks ago after your meeting at the Chamber of Commerce 
building.  I have yet to hear anything from this application. 
This is a worry to me, as I know you wanted to move quickly. 

Third is my long term problem with the noise from I768. 
It is becoming increasingly difficult for our family to be in 
our yard or to sleep in the rear bedrooms of our home due to 
the increased traffic day and night on the highway.  We really 
need ^rffHTes kind of sound barrier to be erected for us and for 
our ifetgtlbors.  I own the apartments next to our building and I 
know the neighbors behind us on Winton Place have found it more 
and more difficult.  Several of the residents have moved out of 
the homes because of the noise.  The leaves on the trees at 
this time of year help somewhat, but the increase m the 
traffic is tremendous and the noise of trucks through the night 
and cars and trucks through the day are very, very disturbing. 

We have invested heavily in our lovely home here and 
find this a detriment both to its value and to our peace.  If 
there is anything that you can do quickly on our behalf I would 
appreciate it. 

Ehnis-Kaz< 

SEK/tlt 
cc:  K.C. Keith 

George Small 
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0. James Lighthizer 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

May 26, 1994 

Ms. Diane Kestel     - 
942 Tally Court, 
Glen Burnie, Md. 21061 

> 

Dear Ms. Kestel: 

Thank you for your recent letter about a noise barrier for the Brookfield North 
Community.  We are looking into your request.  You may expect to hear back from us 
in early July. 

In the meantime, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call me at 

f. Adams 
Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

cc:      Ed Meehan 

My telephone number is _ —  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
c^t addroSS: 707 North Calvert Street • Balt.more, Maryland 21202 
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Page Two 
Diane Kestel 
May 26, 1994 

bcc:    Jim Hade 

^ 
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July 18, 1994 

Mrs. Gloria Kelly 
7843 St. Thomas Drive 
Baltimore MD  21236 

O.James Lighthizer 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

bi9 

Dear Mrs. Kelly: 

I am writing to report the results of the 24-hour noise measurement tests conducted at 
your home adjacent to the Baltimore Beltway (1-695). 

Before discussing the specific results, I wish to offer some background- information to 
explain how we interpret and utilize the noise level data.   First, we measure the noise 
level over a full 24-hour period to determine when and by how much the noise levels 
vary throughout the day and night.   It also establishes a "trend" which- shows an 
approximate range of noise levels that should be expected in the area.  By examining 
deviations from the general "trend" and identifying other potential noise sources in the 
area, we can often identify the most likely, dominant source(s) of noise at any given time. 
We examine the "average" noise level over a specified time interval (typically ranging 
from 20 minutes to one hour), plus we examine the highest or "peak" noise level for that 
same time interval.  By studying the relationship between the peak noise level and the 
average level, we can gain further insight into the dominant source of noise during that 
time period. 

We also measure the noise level at different locations at the same time.  Studying the 
noise level this way at different locations will show how traffic noise influences the area 
overall.  We can also determine if and when unusual noise events occur close to one 
monitor and not the others. 

Noise testing was conducted over the course of 3 different days at several locations in the 
area, as shown on Exhibit 1.  The noise levels were fairly consistent (within about 3 
decibels (dBA), depending on the day, and the highest average levels occurred during the 
morning and evening rush hour traffic periods, as "expected.  The data also reveal's .that, 
in addition to noise from traffic on 1-695, other non-highway noise sources (activity at the 
lumber company, etc.) also contribute to the overall noise situation at your home. - 

Exhibits 2,"3, and 4 show the hourly variations in the noise level measured during the 
testing in December, May, and June, 1994.  The location of each receptor is noted on the 
chart and corresponds to the locations shown on Exhibit 1. 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech ._ 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
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Ms. Gloria Kelly 
July 18,1994 

In the December test, the noise levels at each receptor were approximately the same, 
except for two substantial increases at your home (site R-l).  These are most likely due 
to non-highway noise events.  The noise-levels did not reach or exceed the impact , 
threshold level of 67 dBA during any hour of the measurement period. 

The noise levels measured in May were similar to those from December.  In this testing, 
" the backyard noise level (location R-2) was approximately 2 dBA less than in the side 
yard (location R-l).  The difference results from shielding of the backyard area by the 
lumber company buildings.  The two large increases in noise at the side yard receptor 
(R-l) do not show up at the backyard receptor (R-2), closest to the lumber company, 
which indicates influence from another (non-highway) noise source in the side yard area. 
Noise levels attributable to the highway did not reach or exceed 67 dBA.  The two 
instances when the level exceeded 61 dBA were the result of non-highway noise. 

finally, the June measurements exhibit similar characteristics to the May tests, except for 
two hours in which the backyard level was nearly equal to the sideyard level.   Minor 
lumber company activity may have been present though the increase was small compared 
to the earlier tests.  Also, noise levels were consistent with previous tests in that the 67 
dBA impact threshold was not reached, or exceeded. 

In summary, we feel that the amount of data collected thus far is sufficient to 
characterize the noise situation, and that additional testing should not be necessary at this 
time. "However, as we have previously indicated to you we will again monitor noise levels 
following completion of the planned I-695/Belair Road ramp improvement project. 

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 

larles B. Adams, Director 
Office ef Environmental Design 

CBA/kdp 
Enclosure 

cc:       R. Mclntyre 
J.D. Hade 

^|&i>^c3leaktS:S5s& 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
Sta te High way A dministra tion 

January 11, 1994 

41 
O. James Lighthizer 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

Ms. Kathleen Lambros 
6134 Cornwall Terrace 
Frederick, MD  21701 

Dear Ms. Lambros: 

Thank you for your letter concerning highway traffic noise at your residence adjacent to 
1-70 in Frederick County. 

For a community to be considered for noise abatement under the State Highway 
Administration's retrofit policy, the majority of impacted homes must have been 
constructed prior to completion of the highway.  Our records indicate that development 
of the Spring Ridge community is fairly recent and the homes did not exist prior to 1-70 
in this area.  Therefore, the area is not eligible for noise abatement consideration. 

We receive many more requests for noise barriers than we have the resources to address. 
We must strictly adhere to the policy requirements in order to ensure a fair and 
equitable method of determining where noise barriers should be considered and erected. 

I regret we are unable to provide a more positive response to your inquiry. If you have 
any questions or wish to discuss this matter, please feel free to contact me at (410) 333- 
8062 

I 

B. Adams 
Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

cc:  Mr. Douglas R. Rose 

* 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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O. James Lighthizer 
Secretary 

Hai Kassoff 
Administrator 

RECEIVED 
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May 10, 1994        ^^ a7($ - <?<?{4 

Mr. Ron Mallonee 
8 Wyndale Court 
Walkersville MD 21793 

Dear Mr. Mallonee: 

I am writing in response to your letter to ^^Ho^^^Sir9 ^ 
concerns about truck traffic noise at your home near Houte 194. in waiKersvuie. 

Noise barriers are considered on Interstate and primary high^ ««-»' »e£ "• ma'or 

through traffic. The State Highway Administration does not have a program for 
retrofitting sound barriers on roads such as MD 194. 

You raised several other concerns in your letter, about the speeds on MD ISMi and 
MSfc£2«d <•* traffic. Speed limit enforcement is the responsfaMy of 
Ste andlocalpolice officials. I have asked our District Engineer. Doug Bose. to 
rontert the Maff State Police about speeds on MD 194. 1 have also asked Doug 
to ?Sate your suggestion about retiming the traffic signals and ad,ust,ng the 

speed limit. 

In the meantime, if you have any additional questions please do not hesitate 
contact Doug Rose at (301) 694-2145 or 1-800-635.5119. 

Sincerely, 

to 

Kassoff 
Administrator 

cc:     The Honorable Roscoe Bartlett 
Mr. Douglas R. Rose 

My telephone number is —     — —  

Maryland Relay Seivice for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Bo«717_. BaUlmo«,MD 21203.0717^^^ 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

//i O. James Ligffthizer 
^^ Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

ctober 25, 1994 

Mr. Ron Mallonee 
8 Wyndale Court 
Walkersville MD 21793 

Dear Mr. Mallonee: 

I am writing to report the results of the noise monitoring study completed at your home 
adjacent to MD 194 in Frederick County.  The study and its results are summarized in 
the attachments. 

Two 24-hour tests were simultaneously conducted on the deck of the house and in the 
backyard (approximately 5 feet above ground). The actual locations are shown in Exhibit 
1.  The 24-hour test measured the average noise level in continuous 20 minute intervals. 
From this information an hourly average was determined (See Table 1). 

The results, showed that the average level had not reached or exceeded the impact 
threshold of 67 decibels (dBA).  Also, noise levels on the deck were about 1 to 1.5 dBA 
higher than the levels in  the backyard.  This difference is due to less absorptive effects 
from the ground at the deck elevation. 

The highest levels (64-65 dBA) were found during the A.M. rush hour (6:30 A.M.-8:30 
A.M.) and varied by only 4 dBA over the course of the entire daytime period (Exhibits 2 
and 3 show the data from Table 1 graphically).  The highest average hourly levels were 
3-4 dBA below the 67 dBA impact threshold. 

These results are comparable to what was predicted to occur when the MD 194 Bypass 
road was built.  The predicted level was 62 dBA for a backyard receptor (set at 5 ft. 
above ground).  The highest measured level from our study was 63.5 dBA in the yard 
area.  This difference of 1.5 dBA would be imperceptible, since the average person can 
just begin to perceive a change in noise level of 3 dBA. 

Should have any additional questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me at (410) 
333-8063. 

Director, Office of Environmental Design 

Enclosure 
My telephone number is :  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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Ron Mallonee 

cc:       Jim Hade 
Ken Polcak 
Douglas Rose, District 7 
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8 W7HDALX  COORT 

NALLKRSVXIJJE,   MARTLAHD 

L«q Hourly Hoise Levels   (dBA) 

September 29,   1994 
to 

September 30,   1994 

TIME 

12:30 PM 

01:30 PM 

02:30 PM 

03:30 PM 

04:30 PM 

05:30 PM 

06:30 PM 

07:30 PM 

08:30 PM 

09:30 PM 

10:30 PM 

11:30 PM 

12:30 AM 

01:30 AM 

02.30 AM 

03:30 AM 

04:30 AM 

05:30 AM 

06:30 AM 

07:30 AM 

08:30 AM 

09:30 AM 

10:30 AM 

11:30 AM 

12:30   PM 

Rl - DECK 

63.4 

64.2 

64.1 

64.3 

62.8 

63.0 

61.4 

59.7 

59.4 

57.9 

55.3 

53.3 

53.8 

50.5 

51.9 

55.3 

61.0 

63.1 

64.6 

64.4 

64.1 

62.6 

62.6 

61.5 

62.1 

R2 - YARD 

61.8 

62.4 

63.3 

63.3 

62.1 

61.8 

59.8 

58.5 

58.4 

56.7 

54.5 

52.4 

52.3 

49.2 

50.5 

54.0 

59.7 

61.8 

63.4 

63.2 

63.5 

62.0 

61.5 

60.5 

60.9 

TABLE 1 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

O. James Lighthizer 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

April 14, 1994 

Ms. Jean Manning 
5405 Sweet Air Road 
Bladwin MD 21013 

Dear Ms. Manning: 

I am writing in regard to the noise abatement project for 1-695 
in the vicinity of your home on Thornton Road. 

Engineering design has been completed for this project and an 
advertisement date is scheduled for the end of May 1994.  We 
anticipate construction of the noise barrier to begin this 
summer. 

If you have any questions feel free to contact me at (410) 333- 
8071. 

Sincerely 

/James Hade 
/ Acoustic Team Leader 
Office of Environmental Design 

# 
My telephone number is —_  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

0. James Lighthizer 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff    „ 
Administrator 

January 24, 1994 

Ms. Cmdy F. Miller 
7905 Cypress Grove Lane 
Cabin John MD  20818 

Dear MsT Miller: 

T1* -I * 

i ' 

I am writing to report the results of the traffic noise measurement study conducted mf.„~ •*-.,- 
v your neighborhood adjacent to" the Capital Beltway (1-495). \The studyjwas conducted as ''$]?:. 
'outlined to you in the letter from Mr. Kenneth D. Polcak dated September 9, 1993.   ^ ^ 

•..Exhibit 1 indicates the ..test site locations mutually agreed upon by the State Highway *      . 
Administration (SHA) and the community.' The first task in the study was to measure 

...the noise level over a.full 24-hour period. .The .measurement was conductedat 8005 
«•-• 'Cypress Grove Lane and the results are shown in Exhibit 2.  Two locations in the patio 

area were tested to determine if there was any substantial variation in the level due to 
the terrain between the house and 1-495. :• As shown on the chart, the difference was 
generally less than half (0.5) a decibel (dBA).       '   ••   ;;\. ';--\: •., ;; ...•/ .   ,'  : •' :";.*.,"-  ^vX   ^:-' 

••  The test also showed that the.-morning rush-hour traffic period produced the highest V     f; 
'__ noise levels,  generally between the hours of 6:30 a.m. and 10 a.m. That same time ^-^fl 

period was targeted in the subsequent noise monitoring at the remaining test* "site's." The "^ 
^ "spike" in the noise level which occurred during the 3:10 p.m. interval was obviously not ,':-."• 

-; typical, but may well be associated with some "non-highway" noise event.   Given the ".';""•. 
"extremely high level relative to the typical noise pattern, the event likely occurred in 

relatively close proximity to the microphone. .n /.;; •   ;;; 

*" ^ *" ' '^'r'-'- .,''-f"-J.v*-ir ,'„:'„ •,. • 

'* Measurements were conducted for 15-20 minute penods during the identified highest ri;5% 
noise hours on two different days of the week at all the identified sites.  Table 1 presents   ,. 

- a'summary of the data. Based on these results and those of the 24-hour test, ten (10) ;.,.**: 
homes with existing noise levels at or above the 67 dBA impact threshold level were'hJVx'i 

-, identified,'and are shown as the shaded dwellings on Exhibit 3. * ;-;./-"'•   •  -i.; 

/i 

.*  's "'A comparison of these results to forecasts made in the environmental studies for the v'.^^f 
- recently completed widening of 1-495 in the area, shows current noise levels below J^'-y^ 
I predicted levels.r This was expected since the" predicted levels in the "earlier y^'.. .-*• vv^-l^ 
environmental studies are based on future (year 2010) traffic volumes.  Under the future 
scenario, a total of 14 homes were identified as impacted at or above 67 dBA. 

My telephone number is .  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore. Marvland 21202 
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Ms. Miller 
Page 2 

. ^, .£ •** 
^' 

Earlier studies of the feasibility of noise barriers for the Evergreen community found that 
a barrier approximately .2100 feet in length and averaging about 20 feet in height would ~\ 
be required. "The cost would be over $1,000,000.  Dividing this cost by the ten impacted - 
residences yields a cost-per-residence of over $100,000, "which is well above our $40,000 
limit!' Even if the additional impacted residences (based on future predictions) were 
included, the cost-per-residence would still exceed $80,000.    rf'^jv:   I.--'. :-- V .*»      t*   „ 

I hope this information clarifies the situation concerning the traffic noise situation at your 
community.  I regret that we cannot offer a more positive response to this issue.'. If you 
have any questions, or would like to discuss the study results in greater detail, please feel_ 

. free to contact Mr. Polcak at (410) 333-8072. L; ;':. 1': :;_ \L^:..: .;• ..: i^'ii: = •: ':^ii - .     "^ 

B. Adams 
Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

Attachments 

cc:      • Creston J. Mills, Jr. 
Kenneth D. Polcak 

"V^-^      *    -* •*» 

v   _' 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
Sta te High way A dministra tion 

October 24, 1994 

Ms. Dee Carl Metz 
Executive Director 
Bethesda Urban Partnership, Inc. 
7908 Woodmont Avenue 
Bethesda MD  20814 

Dear Ms. Metz: 

^^ O. James Lightr 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

Thank you for your letter about re-designing the Wisconsin Avenue median.  We are 
very supportive of your interest in making these improvements and will provide 
technical.assistance to.support your efforts. 

! have asked Charlie Adams of our Office of Environmental Design toJakethe lead in 
coordinating this work with .you-and our District Office in Greenbelt. 

Charlie will contact you shortly .to..discuss.specific,provisions in your project to ensure 
this work can proceed with minimal disruption to traffic service. 

In the meantime, if you have any questions, please feel free to contact Charlie at 
(410)333-8063. 

Sincerely, 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

fyzh^, 2^p*X // 

cc:      Charlie Adams 
Xreston J. Mills, Jr. 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 



^ Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

£5 O. James Lighthizer 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Adminislrator 

August 24, 1994 

Mrs. Diane L Miller 
111 Woodholme Avenue 
PikesvilleMD 21208 

Dear Mrs. MiHer: 

I am writing to report the results of a 24-hour noise measurement study conducted at 
your home adjacent to the Baltimore Beltway (I-695), which we discussed when we 
visited you with Delegate Richard Rynd. We agreed to perform this monitoring to 
determine present noise levels. 

The test was performed at the location shown on Exhibit 1.  It reflects conditions 
which exist in most of the outdoor space, such as the formal garden and patio areas 
(i.e., those use areas closest to I-695).  Exhibit 2 depicts the average (Leq) noise level 
and its relationship to the noise impact threshold level of 67 decibels (dBA).  Only 
during the late evening and early morning hours did the average noise level fall below 
the impact threshold. The actual noise level ranged from a low of 63 dBA at around 
2:30-3:00 am to a high of 72 dBA through most of the morning rush-hour period 
(6:30-9:30 am). 

There were two intervals during which we suspect that some "non-highway" noise may 
have contributed to the overall level. These intervals showed an average level 
somewhat above the normal trend. Such results are not typical if only highway traffic 
is the controlling or dominant noise source. The results from these intervals are not 
disregarded, but are simply noted as possibly having been affected by noise from a 
source other than the highway. 

Mitigation of the noise in this situation would be difficult. The fact that the house is 
located at a higher elevation than the Beltway would severely limit the effectiveness of 
a noise barrier placed along the right-of-way line.  In addition, the expense of a noise 
barrier for this area would be far beyond our guidelines for reasonable cost. 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street"* Baltimore. Maryland 21202 
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su) 
Mrs. Diane L Miller 
August 24. 1994 
Page Two 

I regret that we cannot offer a more positive response.  Please feel free to contact 
Charlie Adams, our Director of Environmental Design, at (410) 333-8063 if you have 
-,«Y# «-II laetinnc ah• it thp mnnitorino data. 
%^|   ivtl   •••»-     r    .-——.  .  •—(       — — 

any questions about the monitoring data. 

Sincerely, 
f 

h 
Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

Enclosures 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams 
The Honorable Richard Rynd 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

O. James Lighthizer 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

February 23, 1994 

Dr. Indu Mishra 
Kanan Associates, Inc. 
9564 Basket Ring Road 
Columbia, MD 21045 

Dear Dr. Mishra: 

It was a pleasure meeting with you on February 22, to discuss the merits of the Kanwall 
noise barrier system. 

The State Highway Administration has two principal concerns regarding any noise barrier 
system.  The first,is the structural adequacy;  the second, which is equally important, is 
the aesthetic appearance.  We must be confident that a wall system not only meets the 
wind load criteria, but will last the life of the highway.  Thus, any system must be as 
maintenance-free and vandal-proof as possible. 

We feel the aesthetics of the Kanwall system do not measure up to the standards we 
have established for our noise barrier systems. The exposed aggregate and bold concrete 
finishes we use have been well received by motorists and residents alike. Although, 
aesthetics are relatively subjective, there is a certain sense of quality in the natural gravel 
and concrete finishes we use. The rubber wall does not seem to convey this sense of 
quality. 

Additionally, our review of the Kanwall system raised some concerns about the possible 
flammability of the product. Traffic incidents involving vehicles carrying flammable 
cargoes could be magnified if the wall system supported combustion.  In addition, a 
residential fire could be amplified for the same reason not to mention potential acts of 
vandalism. 

My telephone number is 

Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free 

707 North Calvert St., Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717 
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Dr. Indu Mishra 
Page Two 

I regret that we must decline your proposal to include Kanwall as an acceptable noise 
barrier system at this time.  If you have any questions please feel free to contact Mr. 
Charles B. Adams, Director of our Office of Environmental Design.  Mr. Adams may be 
reached at (410) 333-8063. 

Sincerely, 

^^S^-a: V^s^^---'' 
Charles R. Olsen 
Chief Engineer 

cc: Mr. Charles B. Adams 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

vdjz 
O. James Lighthizer 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

August   9,    1994 

Mr- Davis B. McCarn 
6455 Windermere Circle 
Rockville MD  20852 

Deai: Mr.;
; McCarn: 

Thank you for your interest in the 1-270 at MD 187 and 1-270 Spur 
at Democracy Boulevard project.  We are writing to you in 
response to your questions provided to us at the June 6, 1994 
Supplemental Alternates Public Meeting.  A copy.of your questions 
is attached to this letter.  The answers are numbered to 
correspond to the questions. 

1. Detailed engineering, environmental, and cost data will be 
developed by the Sirate Highway Administration (SHA) for each 
alternative retained for detailed study.  The State Highway 
Administrator will select an alternative after considering 
each of these variables and the team's recommendation.  The 
.Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) reviews the 
information presented in the environmental documentation 
prepared for the project, and, if it is found to be in 
compliance with all applicable federal regulations, approves 
this decision. 

2. An Environmental Impact Statement is required when the 
Federal Highway Administration concurs that the project is 
likely to cause significant impacts to the environment.  The 
appropriate level of environmental documentation for the I- 
270 project will be determined after alternatives for 
detailed study are identified. 

3. SHA will conduct detailed air quality and noise studies for 
the project. The air quality studies will indicate whether 
the proposed improvement would meet or exceed State and 

v National Ambient Air Quality Standards for carbon monoxide 
(CO) in the design year 2020 for each alternative retained 
for detailed study, including the no-build alternative. 

Noise studies will indicate if the project will have 
resultant noise levels that approach or exceed the FHWA- 
Noise Abatement Criteria of 67 dBa in the design year 2020 
for each alternative retained for detailed study, including 
the no-build alternative.  Existing noise levels are 
monitored at selected sensitive receptors located adjacent 
to the proposed alternatives.  The results of these studies 
will be summarized and included in the draft and final 
environmental documents which are circulated for review "and 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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Mr. Davis B. McCarn 
Page Two 

comment to the appropriate state and federal review and 
regulatory agencies and the public. 

Currently, the Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) 
Air and Radiation Management Administration monitors ambient 
air quality in Maryland through monitoring sites at various 
locations.  A cor>y of the Air Quality Report for these is 
available by calling MDE at (410) 631-3215. . 

4. Since noise studies have not been completed, it is premature 
to cite those alternatives which include noise barriers. 
Should any noise receptor sites for the Build Alternatives 
have projected noise levels exceeding FHWA noise abatement 
criteria of 67 dBa, the feasibility of noise abatement 
including noise barriers will be considered. 

5. No additional-access between 1-270 and MD 355 is currently 
under consideration. 

If you have any further questions, please call the project 
manager, Thomas K. Folse, at (410) 333-1109, or toll-free in 
Maryland at 1-800-548-5026. 

Very truly yours, 

Louis H. Ege, Jr. 
- Deputy Director 

Office of Planning and 
Preliminary Engineering 

by; SSLB^^^KV ^^^ 
Thomas K. Folse 
Project Manager 
Project Planning Division 

_LHE:AE:as 
Attachment 

cc:  Ms. Anne Elrays '' 
Mr. Bruce Grey 

^Mr. Jim Hade 
Mr. Dick Mclntyre 
Mr. Ken Polcak 
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Questions regarding the 1270 Alternatives 

1. How are different alternatives evaluated and a decision reached? 

2. Is there an Environmental Impact Study required? 

3..How are polution, both air and noise, monitored? 

4. Which alternatives include noise barriers for residential areas? If 
none, why is this. Surely any old FONSI no longer applies. 

5. Is there a plan to add anexit from I270 North on 355? 

Davis B. McCarn 
6455 Windermere Circle 
Rockville, MD 20852 
JuneS, 1994 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

O. James Lighthizer 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

•V-i 
September 9, 1994 

Mr. Rick Morris 
847 Kellogg Road 
Lutherville MD  21093 

Dear Mr. Morris: 

-•".] 

I am writing to report the results of highway traffic noise measurements conducted 
recently at your home adjacent to the Baltimore Beltway (1-695).  This study documents 
the existing noise levels prior to construction of the proposed retrofit sound barrier 
project. 

Upon completion of the so.und barrier construction, we will repeat the measurements for 
the same locations as shown on Exhibits 1 and 2.  Exhibit 3, which summarizes the 
current existing noise levels, will be expanded to include noise level data after the sound 
barrier is constructed.   It willprovide a comparison of prevailing traffic volumes and 
noise levels and the reduction in noise levels provided by the barrier. 

Please feel free to contact Mr: Ken Polcak of my staff if you have any questions. . Ken 
can be reached at 333-8072.   ; 

J.VW  
les B. Adams, Director 

Office of Environmental Design 

Attachments 

cc:       Mr. R.McIntyre 
Mr. A.Califano 
Mr. J.D.Hade 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 •Baltimore, MD:21203-0717 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

U 
O. James Lighthi 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

September 27, 1994 

Mr. Gilbert Moscatelli 
8405 Seven Locks Road 
Bethesda  MD 20817 

Dear Mr. Moscatelli: 

Thanks for your telephone call to our office regarding noise barriers for your 
community, adjacent to I-495. After we spoke, I reviewed our records concerning the 
Seven Locks Road area. 

Several years ago your community was considered for noise abatement when 
environmental studies for the widening of the Capital Beltway (I-495) were performed. 
It was determined that a noise barrier in this area would cost almost four million 
dollars, which equates to a cost per residence well over the $40,000 State Highway 
Administration maximum. 

As I explained in our discussion, it is against our noise policy to consider for noise 
abatement, any community that does not meet all of our criteria. 

I regret that we cannot offer a more positive response to your inquiry.   If you have any 
questions or wish to discuss this information, please do not hesitate to contact me at 
(410)333-8071. 

Since^sly, 

James Hade 
Acoustic Team Leader 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

O. James Lighthizer 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

September 27, 1994 

Ms. Claudia A. Mouery 
Correspondent, Beltway Committee 
Cromwood, Coventry, and Satyr Hill 
Community Association 
8711 Jenifer Road 
Baltimore MD  21234-2707 

Dear Ms. Mouery: ' . 

Thank you for your recent letters to me and Charlie Adams requesting information on 
the acoustic analysis for your community adjacent to the Baltimore Beltway (I-695). 

This analysis did not take place this summer, but should begin in about a month, as 
soon as engineering information related to the beltway widening, on which the analysis 
will be based, becomes available. The specific data you have requested is routinely 
gathered as part of a comprehensive, highway-traffic noise measurement study. We 
will contact you within the next two weeks to schedule a meeting to discuss the 
monitoring program prior to starting this work. 

Please feel free to call Charlie Adams, Director of our Office of Environmental Design, 
directly if you have any further questions in the meantime. Charlie can be reached at 
(410)333-1471. 

Sincerely, 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

cc:      The Honorable Gerry Brewster 
Mr. Charles B. Adams 
Mr. James D. Hade 
Mr. Kenneth D. Polcak 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
cytroot  firtHrocc-   707  Morth  Calvoft  ptroot   .   R^tttmnro    Marvland  21202 



Maryland Department ofTransportation 
State Highway Administration 

\P 
0. James Lighthizer 
Secretar/ 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

Augusts, 1994 

Ms. daudia A. Mouery 
Correspondent, Beltway Committee 
Cromwood, Coventry, and Satyr Hill Community Association 
8711 Jenifer Road 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Dear Ms. Mouery: 

Thank you for your recent letters to me and to Charlie Adams, of our Office of 
Environmental Design, requesting the design status of the six, proposed noise-barrier 
projects for the Baltimore Beltway, including the area east of Loch Raven Boulevard to 
Perring Parkway. We are happy to report to you that the Beltway widening studies 
have matured to the point that we have begun moving forward with the noise barrier 
designs. 

The following list indicates the current status of each project, with the anticipated 
construction start dates. The actual completion time for each project will depend on 
the complexity of grading -- specifically, whether or not retair|ing walls and/or 
right-of-way donations will be required. 

MD 372 (Wilkens Avenue) to US 1 - Under construction 

• York Road to Dulaney Valley Road - Construction scheduled to begin 
September, 1994. 

Thornton Road to Seminary Avenue - Advertised 7/12/94 
Anticipated construction start Fall -1994 

Charles Street to York Road - Project initiated 
Anticipated construction start - Summer 1995 

US 40 to I-70 - Project initiated Spring 1994 
Anticipated construction start - Spring 1996 

,, East of Loch Raven Boulevard to Perring Parkway - , 
Acoustic analysis - Summer 1994 
Anticipated construction start - Spring 1997 

My telephone number is  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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Ms. Claudia A. Mouery 
August 5, 1994 
Page Two 

Preliminary work on the resurfacing of the Beltway between Loch Raven and Perring 
Parkway has begun. Work will take three to four weeks to complete depending, of 
course, on weather. 

You will be informed before beltway widening occurs.  If the funding for widening is 
realized before the design of the noise barrier project is complete, then the barriers 
will be built with the widening project.  Otherwise, we will construct the barriers before 
the widening, according to the above schedule. 

Thank you for your continued interest in the sound barrier projects for I-695. If you 
have any questions or require additional information, please feel free to contact Jim 
Hade at (410) 333-8071 or Charlie Adams at (410)'333-8063. 

Sincerely, 
' // 

fal Kassoff 
Administrator 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams 
The Honorable Gerry L Brewster 
Mr. James Hade 

m 



0. James Lighthizer 

Maryland Department of Transportation Ha^Ltf 
Sta te High way Administration Administrator 

January 17, 1994 

Ms. Claudia A. Mouery 
Correspondent, Beltway Committee 
8711 Jenifer Road 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Dear Ms. Mouery: 

Thank you for your recent letters to me and to Charlie Adams and Gene Miller, of our 
Office of Environmental Design, requesting the current status of the six proposed 
noise barrier projects for the Baltimore Beltway, including the area east of Loch Raven 
Boulevard to Perring Parkway, which you represent. 

The design initiation meeting for this project was held on December 10, 1993. At this 
meeting, members of the noise barrier design team discussed project responsibilities 
and anticipated schedules.  In addition, members of the design team for the Beltway 
widening project were also present. 

It was decided that design of the noise barriers for this area should not begin until a 
determination about the Beltway widening is made. This will avoid unnecessary and 
duplicate design effort for the noise walls, which cannot be accurately located until the 
final highway section is determined. A decision on the widening should be made by 
mid-summer. This will not delay the anticipated construction start for the noise barrier 
project, which is scheduled for spring, 1997. 

As you may already know, the project from US1A to Wilkens Avenue was advertised 
and bids were opened. We had planned to start construction last fall.  However, since 
the bids were opened, we have been looking at the effect that proposed expansion of 
the Beltway will have on the noise walls. Specifically, we want to construct the walls in 
a location that will not be affected by future Beltway expansion. 

We had originally hoped to proceed with the construction and make the design 
revisions during the construction.  However, upon careful review and analysis, we feel 
that the best approach is to re-bid the project once the redesign is completed. 
We are proceeding on an accelerated design schedule and plan to re-advertise in 
order that construction can begin this spring. We intend to have the sound barriers 
up by the end of 1994. 

My telephone number is —_  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



«*., 

[^ 

Ms. Claudia A. Mouery 
January 17, 1994 
Page Two 

This does not affect the schedules of the remaining projects, which are listed below 
with the anticipated start of construction dates: 

York Road to Dulaney Valley Road - Advertise February '94 
Anticipated Construction Start - Spring '94 

Thornton Road to Seminary Avenue - Advertise March '94 
Anticipated Construction Start - Summer '94 

Charles Street to York Road - Preliminary Field Review March '94 
Anticipated Construction Start - Spring '95 

•        US 40 to I-70 - Project Initiation Meeting December '93 
Anticipated Construction Start - Spring '96 

Thank you once again, for your continued interest in the sound barrier projects for 
I-695   If you have any questions, or require additional information, please feel free to 
contact Gene Miller at (410) 333-8071 or Charlie Adams at (410) 333-8063. 

Sincerely, 

• 

• 

• 

lal Kassoff 
Administrator 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams 
.   Mr. Eugene J. Miller 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

Li 
O. James Lighthizer 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administralor 

August 5. 1994 

Ms. Claudia A. Mouery 
Correspondent, Beltway Committee 
Cromwood, Coventry, and Satyr Hill Community Association 
8711 Jenifer Road 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Dear Ms. Mouery: 

Thank you for your recent letters to me and to Charlie Adams/of our Office of 
Environmental Design, requesting the design status of the six, proposed noise-barrier 
projects for the Baltimore Beltway, including the area east of Loch Raven Boulevard to 
Perring Parkway. We are happy to report to you that the Beltway widening studies 
have matured to the point that we have begun moving forward with the noise barrier 
designs. 

The following list indicates the current status of each project, with the anticipated 
construction start dates. The actual completion time for each project will depend on 
the complexity of grading -- specifically, whether or not retaining walls and/or 
right-of-way donations will be required. 

MD 372 (Wilkens Avenue) to US 1 - Under construction 

York Road to Dulaney Valley Road - Construction scheduled to begin 
September, 1994. 

Thornton Road to Seminary Avenue - Advertised 7/12/94 
Anticipated construction start Fall -1994 

Charles Street to York Road - Project initiated 
Anticipated construction start - Summer 1995 

US 40 to I-70 - Project initiated Spring 1994 
Anticipated construction start - Spring 1996 

East of Loch Raven Boulevard to Perring Parkway - 
Acoustic analysis - Summer 1994 
Anticipated construction start - Spring 1997 

My telephone number is ^ ,  

Maryland Relay Service for impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
"AT    »T„_*L,    n -U t f „ ,, .1 - , 
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Ms. Claudia A. Mouery 
Augusts, 1994 
Page Two 

Preliminary work on the resurfacing of the Beltway between Loch Raven and Perring 
Parkway has begun. Work will take three to four weeks to complete depending, of 
course, on weather. 

You will be informed before beltway widening occurs. If the funding for widening is 
realized before the design of the noise barrier project is complete, then the barriers 
will be built with the widening project. Otherwise, we will construct the barriers before 
the widening, according to the above schedule. 

Thank you for your continued interest in the sound barrier projects for I-695. If you 
have any questions or require additional information, please fedl free to contact Jim 
Hade at (410) 333-8071 or Charlie Adams at (410) 333-8063. 

Sincerely, 

fal Kassoff 
Administrator 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams 
The Honorable Gerry L Brewster 
Mr. James Hade 



V^ /If ^ O. James Ligbthizer 

Maryland Department of Transportation Secretary 

State Highway Administration tSuS.^' 

October 28, 1994 

Mr. Matthew A. Mace 
Annapolis Striders, Inc. 
Post Office Box 187 
Annapolis MD 21404-0187 

Dear Mr. Mace: 

Thank you for your recent letter on behalf of the Annapolis Striders, which proposed a 
one-mile run along MD 70 (Rowe Boulevard) on the third weekend of November, on 
either a Saturday or Sunday. 

If the current streetscape project were complete by the third weekend in November, 
the State Highway Administration (SHA) would be able to permit this event.  However, 
the project vMI not be completed by that date. The median lanes are currently 
blocked to allow the contractor working area, orange drums and signs clutter the area 
and, in general, the area is not at its aesthetic best while construction is underway. 
Also, the construction has created conditions along the roadway that would be 
hazardous to runners. The contractor's schedule allows him to work Saturdays, 
Sundays and at night so that certain phases of the work can be completed without 
impeding traffic. 

I regret that we cannot grant a permit for this type of event until after the construction 
has been completed, which we anticipate to occur around mid-December.  If you 
would like to discuss this matter further, please do not hesitate to contact me or our 
District Engineer for Annapolis, Edward Meehan.  Ed can be reached at 
(410) 841-5450. 

Sincerely 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

cc: ;    The Honorable Alfred Hopkins 
Mr. Edward Meehan 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
StrnM  ArlHrocc-   TOT  M.-v-th  Cr>!»r"rt  Cf'-^^t   .   Rnltirnnr"*    Mr>nM->r>H  91?0? 



Mr.. Matthew A. Mace 
October 28, 1994 
Page Two 

bcc:    Mr. Charles B. Adams 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

June 21, 1994 

O. James Lighthizer 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
AdminisUalor 

Ms. Jennifer Russel 
Planning Director 
City of Gaithersburg 
31 South Summit Avenue 
Gaithersburg  MD 207877-2098 

Dear Ms. Russel: 

Thank you for your recent letter to Mr. Creston Mills of our District 3 Office concerning 
the noise situation at your home in the Rosemont community adjacent to 1-370. 

A noise evaluation was conducted prior to completion of 1-370, which monitored.the     • 
existing levels and predicted noise levels produced with the roadway constructed.  Results 
of the analysis indicated that the noise impact threshold of 67 decibels (dBA) would not 
be equalled or exceeded with completion of the new roadway. 

We will monitor noise levels to determine the current situation in relationship to the 
impact threshold.  This work will be coordinated with the Rosemont Community s 
designated representative Mr. Linus Klitsoh. 

We will provide a copy of the results to you upon completion of the measurements In 
the meantime, if you have any questions please feel free to contact me at (410) 333-8063. 

vdams 
Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

cc:       Mr. Creston Mills 
s/Mr. Linus Klitsoh 

^   flU&     1^      MAM^"D UNiD££--      H^ y/u ir^^H 

My telephone number is .  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: PO   Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

O. James Lighthizer 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

Februarys, 1994 

Mr. Chris Santoriello 
1806 Dunwoody Circle 
Baltimore MD 21234 

Dear Mr. Santoriello: 

Thank you for your recent letter requesting that we construct a sound barrier for your 
community in advance of our proposed widening of I-695 (Baltimore Beltway) in the 
vicinity of MD 41 (Perring Parkway). 

We have begun preliminary design on the needed Beltway expansion.  It will take us 
several years to complete the design work. Our plan is that if and when new funding 
is available for these much needed improvements, we will be ready to move to 
construction quickly, having done the design work. 

At the same time, we have initiated the design for sound barriers as a stand-alone 
project.  However, funding for these sound barriers will not be available until 1996. 
If we are fortunate enough to obtain funds for widening in your area in advance of the 
sound barrier schedule, the barrier will be included in the widening project.  If funding 
does not become available before the scheduled date for the sound barrier, the 
barrier work will proceed independent of any widening. At this point, it would be 
speculation to assume that the additional funding will be allocated soon. We will 
continue to explore all possibilities. 

I hope this responds to your concerns regarding the timing of the sound barriers. 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Charlie Adams, Director of our 
Office of Environmental Design.  Mr. Adams can be reached at (410) 333-8063. 

Sincerely, 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

f. s «Uk- 

ij-v^- T 
-  —.^.o-yV*--* 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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Mr. Chris Santoriello 
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Page Two 

bcc:  JVIr. Steven McHenry 
Mr. Gene Miller 
Mr. Neil J. Pedersen 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
Sta te High way A dm in is tra tion 

0. James Lighthizer 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

January 6, 1994 

Mr. John J. Spano 
10700 Pine Haven Terrace 
North Bethesda, MD 20852 

Dear Mr. Spano: 

Thank you for your recent letter to District Engineer, Creston Mills concerning the traffic 
noise situation at the Timberlawn South/Tuckerman Walk communities adjacent to the I- 
270 East Spur in Montgomery County. 

The intent of the State Highway Administration Noise Abatement Program is to mitigate 
traffic noise where a highway project significantly impacts adjacent development.  The 
environmental studies determined that noise levels would not increase appreciably at the 
Timberlawn South/Tuckerman Walk communities as a result of the widening of the 1-270 
East Spur.  Let me explain why this is so. 

It requires a doubling of traffic to increase noise levels three decibels, a difference that is 
not readily discernable to the human ear.  In this case, two additional lanes will not cause 
traffic to double; therefore, the present noise levels are anticipated to rise a maximum of 
one to two decibels.  In addition, because the widening will occur in the median, there 
will be no physical impact to the roadside due to highway construction activities. 

Finally, there is the issue of funding.  There are many more requests for noise barriers 
than we have the resources to address.  We must strictly adhere to the policy 
requirements in order to ensure a fair and equitable method of determining where noise 
barriers should be considered and constructed. 

I regret that we are unable to provide a more positive response to your request. If you 
have any questions or wish to discuss this matter further, please feel free to contact me 
at (410)333-8063. 

B. Adams, Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

cc:       Mr. Creston J. Mills, Jr. 
My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



Maryiand Department of Transportation 
The Secretary's Office 

^ 

William Donald Schaefer 
Governor 

O. James Lighthizer 
Secretary 

Thomas L. Osborne 
Deputy Secretary 

July 12, 1994 

John S. Singleton, Esq. 
Gendler, Berg & Singleton, P.A. 
Ten East Eager Street 
Baltimore MD  21202-2592 

Dear Mr. Singleton: 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding approval of a sound barrier on 1-695 for the 
communities of Heatherfield, Seminary Ridge and Fields at Seminary.   We have reviewed 
the main points contained in your letter and I would like to respond to each of them. 

Point No  1- Heatherfield must be provided sound barriers.   The Heatherfield 
community was not specifically excluded from the projects currently slated for sound 
barriers on the Beltway (1-695).  It is true that some of the homes in Heatherfield pre- 
date the construction of the Beltway.   The State Highway Administration (SHA) 
monitored noise levels in this community as part of a broader study in the mid- 
1980's.  Data collected in that study indicated that none of the homes which pre-dated 
the Beltway were experiencing noise levels above the impact threshold.  The 
significance of any changes due to the passage of time and the normal growth in 
Beltway traffic would need to be confirmed by additional studies to determine if 
Heatherfield would now meet the noise abatement criteria, which requires that a 
majority of affected households must also pre-date the highway. 

Point No 2: Efficiency of Cost.  If it were determined that Heatherfield now meets 
the criteria of SHA's retrofit noise abatement program, construction would be 
contingent upon the availability of funds.   At this time, funds are not available to 
expand the scope of the project east of Thornton Road.   To protect all three 
communities would require an extension of ±3,700 feet.  The cost of this extension is 
estimated to be approximately $2 Million.  This figure does not take into . 
consideration costs to locate a barrier in a manner to provide for future Beltway 
expansion.  Also, the fact remains that the communities of Seminary Ridge and Fields 
at Seminary were developed after 1-695 was constructed.  Work on the Beltway at this 
location, completed in the late 1980's, improved the merging conditions between the 
two legs of 1-83.  These improvements did not result in a significant increase in noise 

levels. 

My telephone number is (410)- 
859-7600 

TTY For the Deaf: (410) 684-6919 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 
® 
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"John S. Singleton, Esq. 
July 12, 1994 
Page Two 

nn 

Point No  3- Hardship to the Communities.   We recognize the level of noise which 
exists along this section of 1-695.  The dilemma we face is inadequate financial 
resources to address all highway, and highway related, needs.   As you are aware, 
funding for the Beltway improvements is not currently available.   Increasing highway 
volumes have driven the need to expand capacity of the Beltway and we continue to 
work to secure funding for this work.   The environmental impact analysis which was 
performed to address these needs identified the Heatherfield, Seminary Ridge, and 
Fields at Seminary developments as candidates for noise abatement in conjunction 
with future expansion.   We are committed to providing noise abatement for all of 
those communities which will be impacted by such expansion and for which effective 
abatement can be provided within our cost guidelines.; 

We appreciate the effect noise has upon your community, and regret that the construction of 
the sound barriers which you are requesting cannot be approved at this time.   If you would 
like additional information, please feel free to call Mr. Charles Adams, Director of 
Environmental Design for SHA, at (410) 333-8063. 

Sincerely, 

Thomas L. Osbome 
Deputy Secretary 

cc:    /Mr. Charles B. Adams 
Mr. Hal Kassoff 
Secretary O. James Lighthizer 



1 O. James Lighthizer 
^D Secretary 

Maryland Department of Transportation HaiKassoff 
State Highway Administration ^^°' 

July 7, 1994 

Dr. Ronald J. Taylor 
President 
Regency Park Civic Association 
11 Regency Court 
Baltimore MD 21208-1722 

Dear Dr. Taylor: 

I am writina as a follow-up to our May meeting and your conversation with Charles 
A^sZllrfour Office of Environmental Design. I wou.d like to address the 

main issues which were discussed. 

We recognize that noise affects the Regency Park community   Based u^nour 
records Reqency Park was built after both the initial construction of the four-lane 

affected households pre-date the highway. 

find ^y such letter. We would therefore appreoiate receiving a copy of ta 

correspondence, if you find one. 

We are currently evaluating the Regency Park area to ^J•• °^J><"•e 
abatement when the Beltway is widened. These studies; shoita be completed by the 
end of summer, at which time we will contact you with the results. 

are parted and for which effective abatement can be provded withm our cost 

guidelines. 

, understand that an appointment hasten set up for later in July, ^^ ^ise 

abatement staff will meet with you to discuss the possibility of landscape screening 

and to monitor present noise levels. 

My telephone number is  -       ~ 
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Dr. Ronald J. Taylor 
July 7, 1994 
Page Two 

In the meantime, if you have any additional questions, please feel free to call Charlie 

Adams at (410) 333-8063. 

Sincerely, 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

cc: Mr. Charles B. Adams 
The Honorable Paula C. Hollinger 
Secretary 0. James Lighthizer 

@1W^,^ 
JUL I 11994 



Maryland Department of Transportation ^ Hal Kassoff 
State'Highway Administration Administrator 

O. James Lighthizer 
Secretary ^TS 

August 22, 1994 

Dr. Ronald Taylor 
President 
Regency Park Civic Association 
11 Regency Court 
Baltimore MD  21208-1722 

Dear Dr. Taylor: 

I am writing as a follow-up to your July 26 field meeting with Messrs. Ken Polcak, Kirby 
Barger and Richard Mclntyre regarding noise and landscaping issues and the Regency 
Park community. 

During the field meeting, noisejevel measurements were made at the two locations 
shown on Exhibit 1.  The noise level at the top of the earth mound along the right-of-way 
line (location 1) averaged 75 decibels (dBA).  At the same time, across Melody Lane 
(location 2), at a distance similar to the setback of the dwellings from the right-of-way, 
the average noise level was 64 dBA, a difference of 11 dBA between the two test sites. 

Before noise abatement measures can be considered, noise levels at the setback of 
dwellings must meet or exceed the impact threshold level of 67 dBA.   It is recognized 
that this short duration test may not be representative of "worst-case" noise conditions, 
but simply shows the prevailing noise level on that day and at that time.  As Mr. Polcak 
indicated, a more comprehensive and detailed assessment of existing noise conditions, 
potential future noise effects of proposed improvements to 1-695 and eligibility of 
Regency Park for noise abatement is ongoing.  The results of these studies should be 
available by the end of the summer. 

Regarding the landscaping issue, the right-of-way is already heavily vegetated with natural 
growth consisting of various shrubs (especially Honeysuckle), major trees, and vines.  At 
the present time, there is not a suitable location for any additional planting.  The berm 
created by the roadside slope and the grade adjacent to Melody Lane provides a visual 
buffer of the Beltway. 

Unfortunately, the white pines on the residential side of the right-of-way fence are limbed 
up allowing for visibility of the fence.  An understory planting of broadleaf evergreens 
(laurel, rhododendron, holly, etc.) at the dripline of the pines would help create a denser 
buffer.  This is an option that the community association might want to consider. 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
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Dr. Ronald Taylor 

^1 

Should you have any questions or need additional information, please feel free to contact 
me at 333-8063. 

Adams, Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

CBA/kp 

Attachments 

cc:       H. Kassoff 
R. Mclntyre 
K. Barger 

iss^K^fioleafemss 



AMBIENT NOISE MONITORING 
1-695 REGENCY PARK CONDOMINIUMS 

SITE DIAGRAM and MONITORED NOISE LEVELS 

1-695 TO 

METER LOCATION 1 

TOE OF EARTH BERM ALONG R/1Y LINE 

MELODY LANE 

64 dBAQ 
METER LOCATION 2 

SIMULTANEOUS MEASUREMENT OF 
NOISE LEVEL AT LOCATIONS  1 AND 2 
(4:20 -  4:35 PM      JULY 26,  1994) 
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OS?      O James Lighthizer 

Maryland Department of Transportation Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
State Highway Administration Admmstrator 

December 19, 1994 

Ms. Carol Moors Toth 
President 
Woodside Forest Civic Association 
9500 Crosby Road 
Silver Spring MD 20910 

Dear Ms. Toth: 

Thank you for your recent letter to Senator Barbara A. Mikulski about a sound barrier 
for the Woodside Forest community. Senator Mikulski forwarded your letter to us and 
asked that we respond to you directly. 

First, let me assure you that we are aware of the noise concerns at Woodside Forest. 
While this area was not included in the original retrofit noise barrier list of twenty-six 
projects, we have subsequently re-evaluated the situation and determined that the 
eligibility criteria are met. The issue remains one of finances, as we have a number of 
unfunded projects similar to Woodside Forest. The source of the money for noise 
barriers is the same as that for a variety of other highway needs, including bridge and 
safety improvements. Our problem is, there simply is not enough money to address 
all of our highway needs. 

As funds can be allocated for individual projects, we intend to complete all of those 
projects which have been identified as meeting our criteria.  I wish I could give you a 
definite timetable for this, but that is not possible. We still have a number of the 
original twenty-six projects to fund. 

If you have any additional questions, please feel free to contact Charles Adams, 
Director of our Office of Environmental Design, at (410) 333-8063. 

Sincere! 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

cc:      The Honorable Barbara A. Mikulski 
Mr. Charles B. Adams 

My telephone number is _ 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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Mrs. Carol Moors Toth 
December 19, 1994 
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bcc:    Mr. James Hade 
Mr. Creston J. Mills, Jr. 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

O. James Lighthizer 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

June 16, 1994 

Mr. George E. Ward III 
1665 Cananaro Drive 
Annapolis MD 21401 

Dear Mr. Ward: 

Thank you for your letter regarding the noise situation at your home in the Revell Downs 
community adjacent to Route 50/301. 

The State Highway Administration conducted noise measurement and impact studies for 
the U.S. 50/301 improvements done near your home.  Results from the analyses indicated 
that while the area would not experience a significant increase in noise from the road 
improvements, the existing noise levels did exceed the impact threshold of 67 decibels 
(dBA) at the several homes closest to U.S. 50/301.  The impact threshold is that level 
which must be exceeded before an area can be considered for noise abatement. 

While we recognize the noise levels in the Revell Downs community, we found that the 
cost to build a noise barrier would exceed $40,000 per residence the maximum allowable 
by our noise policy.  Therefore, the area is not eligible for noise abatement consideration. 

I regret that we are unable to offer a more positive response to your inquiry.  If you have 
any questions or wish to discuss this matter further, please feel free to contact Mr 
Charles Adams, Director of our Office of Environmental Design at (410) 333-8063. 

i 

Sincerely 

Charles R. Olsen 
Chief Engineer 

cc:       Charles B. Adams 

# 

My telephone number is — 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

„;,;„„ a^-occ DO   RnV717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
Sta te High way A dministra tion 

O. James Lighthizer 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

January 6, 1994 

Ms. Nancy Warren 
5707 Kenwood Avenue 
Baltimore MD 21206 

Dear Ms. Warren: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning sound barriers for your residence adjacent to 
1-95 in Baltimore County. 

The Maryland Transportation Authority is responsible for this section of Interstate 
highway, including any noise abatement measures.  Mr. Jack Moeller, the Director of 
Engineering for this agency, is the proper contact person in regard to sound barrier 
decisions.  Mr. Moeller may be reached at the following address:  P.O. Box 9088, 
Dundalk MD 21222. 

By copy of this letter, I am asking Mr. Moeller to contact you concerning your request.  I 
have also forwarded your letter to him for his review.  You should expect to hear from 
Mr. Moeller in the near future. 

Thank you, once again, for bringing your concerns to my attention, 

deiely, A 

Aaams 
Director 
Office of Environmental Design 

cc:      Mr. Jack Moeller w/attachment 

9 
My telephone number is —  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



O. James Lighthizer 
Secretary 

. Maryland Department of Transportation ^ ^ Hal Kassoff 

-State Highway Administration, Administrator 

May 5, 1994 

Mrs. Evonne Wynn 
5109 Clifford Road 
White Marsh MD 21128 

Dear Mrs. Wynn 

He of th*. rprent highway traffic noise monitoring study 

\Z^t^^^^^^^^ •»**t0 tte M5/MD 43 
interchange 

24 hours. This level, also called the "equivalent soundI leve   °r  ^ • «      ^-^-tes). 
the total acoustie'epergy measured dunng . $**"££%££ ^ „' Exhibit 2, and 
The Leq noise levels measured dunng each 20-mmu«^ penod « ^ ^ 

before noise abatement can be considered.     . 

An examinahon of the data pr.ntouts ^Z^ ^^Tl^tZ^Z ^ 
,   /       i   A ii A" ""R"  ^inH   C   nn Exhibit Z), tnere ib <i &u.uii0 "^ intervals (marked  A ,  c , ana  ^  un c^uw      y,    _ typical of noise 

were unusual "events" which affected the overall no,* ^^^ ^ ^ 
from traffic. Such severe "spftes" ^^^Z^^ «tMty ta close 
Wical level), are more often assocr «-* tldeaters, or other powered garden 
proximity to the microphone, nearby lawn mowers or .nsect5 

Overall, the level of noise found during the test: period didjt reach^or exce^our  ^ ^ 

tapact threshold due to traffic from the *^•f£££j2 MMdual vehicles, 
certainly recognized however, that annoyance can be reahzea trom 
evenThough L average level is below the impact threshold. 

My telephone number is  . 
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Mrs. Evonne Wynn 
May 5, 1994 
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after highway improvements are planned. ....•- 

questions 

Charles B. Adams, Director 
Office of Environmental Design 
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Attachment 

cc:       Mr. J.D.Hade 
Mr.K.D.Polcak 



iteii; 
'.i.:''.'. 

n r*\ 0 



•,~ 

JJiast 

24 HOUR NOISE MEASUREMENT 
5109 CLIFFORD ROAD 

LAWRENCE HILL COMMUNITY 
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Maryland Departmentof Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

qi 
O. James Lighthizer 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

January 18, 1994 

The Honorable John C. Astle 
Maryland House of Delegates 
212 Lowe Office Building 
Annapolis MD 21401 

Dear Delegate Astle: 

I would like to respond to the letter you received from Mr. Hedwig C. Davis, of Acorn 
Drive, and your conversation with Charlie Adams of the Office of Environmental 
Design, concerning noise barrier eligibility adjacent to US 50, just west of the Severn 
River Bridge. 

The major question in Mr. Davis's letter centers on the reasons Winchester Heights 
qualifies for noise barriers and the Acorn Drive and Riverview Manor communities do 
not. Although the situations appear to be similar, let me explain the factors involved in 
determining noise barrier eligibility for these areas. 

For a community to be considered for noise abatement measures, all of the following 
criteria must be met: 

a majority of the impacted residences must have preceded highway location 
approval; 

noise levels must exceed the impact threshold level of 67 decibels (dBA); 

five (5) decibel increase in noise levels build vs. no-build, or 

a significant physical impact to existing conditions; 

costs must be reasonable; cost per impacted residence that is protected may 
not exceed $40,000; 

construction of an effective noise barrier must be feasible; 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



Maryland Departmentof Transportation 
State Highway Administration OSr 

O. James Lighthizer 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

April 8, 1994 

The Honorable Helen Delich Bentley 
Member of Congress 
District Office 
200 East Joppa Road 
Towson MD 21286 

Dear Congresswoman Bentley: 

Thank you for your recent letter conveying the concerns of the Cromwood, Coventry 
and Satyr Hill Community Association about noise that will likely result from our 
repaving work on I-695, in the Perring Parkway/Providence Road area. We have also 
responded to the association's recent letter from Ms. Donna Spicer, and we 
appreciate why the community objects to road work absent a noise barrier. 

The condition of the roadway in this area is really bad. The surface has been 
deteriorating for some time, and the terrible weather this winter made it worse. 
We addressed the immediate situation with emergency milling operations. While we 
understand that some residents may prefer that this work be done during the day, the 
heavy flow of Beltway traffic makes day work impossible, without causing 
extraordinary disruption to tens of thousands of people.  Unfortunately, there is simply 
no other way to deal with the problem, than to work at night. 

In addition to this emergency work, the need for permanent resurfacing remains 
critical, if we are to prevent serious deterioration of the underlying roadway structure 
itself. This work will also provide a better riding surface. 

Charles R. "Dick" Harrison, our District Engineer, recently spoke to Mrs. Spicer about 
these issue's, and explained we are on target with the preliminary work for the noise 
barrier. However, funds for the noise abatement program are spread out over several 
years, and this barrier is not scheduled for advertisement until fiscal 1997. We simply 
cannot wait until then to make the road repairs. We will, of course, move the work 
ahead as quickly as possible. 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 

\. 



The Honorable Helen Dellch Bentley 
Aprils, 1994 
Page Two 
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Please do not hesitate to contact me or Dick Harrison if you have any other questions. 
Dick may be reached at (410) 321-3461. 

Sincerely, 

lal Kassoff 
Administrator 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams 
Mr. Charles R. Harrison 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

q4 
O. James Lighthizer 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

Aprils, 1994 

The Honorable Helen Delich Bentley 
Member of Congress 
District Office 
200 East Joppa Road 
Towson MD 21286 

Dear Congresswoman Bentley: 

Thank you for your recent letter conveying the concerns of the Cromwood, Coventry 
and Satyr Hill Community Association about noise that will likely result from our 
^paving work on I-695, in the Perring Parkway/Providence Road area. We have also 
responded to the association's recent letter from Ms. Donna Spicer, and we 
appreciate why the community objects to road work absent a noise barrier. % 

The condition of the roadway in this area is really bad. The surface has been 
deteriorating for some time, and the terrible weather this winter made it worsa 
We addressed the immediate situation with emergency milling operations. Whjle we 
understand that some residents may prefer that this work be done during the day, the 
heavy flow of Beltway traffic makes day work impossible, without causing 
extraordinary disruption to tens of thousands of people.  Unfortunately, there is simply 
no other way to deal with the problem, than to work at night. 

In addition to this emergency work, the need for permanent resurfacing remains 
critical, if we are to prevent serious deterioration of the underlying roadway structure 
itself. This work will also provide a better riding surface. 

Charles R "Dick" Harrison, our District Engineer, recently spoke to Mrs. Spicer about 
these issue's, and explained we are on target with the preliminary work for the noise 
barrier   However, funds for the noise abatement program are spread out over several 
vears and this barrier is not scheduled for advertisement until fiscal 1997. We simply 
cannot wait until then to make the road repairs. We will, of course, move the work 
ahead as quickly as possible. 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
.' . "l,r„~. -rn-r ^•r^rth cavort Stroot • Baltimore. Maryland 21202 
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The Honorable Helen Delich Bentley 
Aprils, 1994 
Page Two 

Please do not hesitate to contact me or Dick Harrison if you have any other questions. 
Dick may be reached at (410) 321-3461. 

Sincerely, 

lal Kassoff 
Administrator 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams 
Mr. Charles R. Harrison 



The Honorable John C. Astle 
January 18, 1994 
Page Two 

Qlf 

seventy-five percent (75%) of the impacted residents must favor the project; 
and 

funds must be available. 

All of the communities in question meet the date and noise level criteria of the policy. 
When acoustic studies were performed for the US 50 project, it was determined that 
noise levels at each area met or exceeded the impact threshold of 67 decibels. 
These studies also predicted future noise level impacts based on future maximum 
traffic volumes.  It was determined that ultimately 17 residences would be impacted 
above the noise threshold at Acorn Drive, 14 homes at the Winchester community, 
and 13 at Riverview Manor. 

However, the density of the housing is different in the three areas.  It was originally 
determined that for Riverview Manor, a barrier 1700 feet long would be necessary to 
protect 13 homes. Moreover, to provide some relief as part of the US 50 construction, 
a berm was constructed along a portion of Riverview Manor.  It measures 
approximately 650 feet in length, and now protects five of the original 13 impacted 
homes. A noise barrier over 1000 feet long would still be needed to buffer the 
remaining eight unprotected residences at a cost of over $67,500 each. 

At the Acorn Drive area, a noise barrier over 2450 feet in length is necessary to 
protect the 17 impacted homes. The estimated cost for this barrier is $1,000,000, 
which equates to $59,000 per residence. 

At this time, the ultimate proposed improvements to US 50 have not yet been 
implemented in the Winchester Heights area, whereas all planned expansion of US 50 
has been completed west of the Severn River bridge. When US 50 is widened at the 
Winchester Heights area, the noise barrier will be constructed as part of this project. 
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The Honorable John C. Astle 
January 18, 1994 
Page Three 

I hope this information clarifies the situation at these three communities as it relates 
our recent sound barrier decisions. If .you have any questions, or wish to discuss this 
matter further, please feel free to contact me or Charlie Adams, Director of our Office 
of Environmental Design. Charlie may be reached at (410) 333-8063. 

Sincerely, 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams 



£H> O. James Lighth-zer 

Maryland Department of Transportation J ****** 
n+\     , ,.   r >,   .     •-'•   i     i- Hal Kassoff 
State Highway Administration Administrator 

October 31, 1994 

The Honorable Derick Berlage 
Montgomery County Council 
Stella B. Werner Council Building 
Rockville MD 20850 

Dear CouncilJd©Fnt5er Berlage: 

Thank you for the noise abatement inquiries on behalf of your constituents who live 
adjacent to the Capital Beltway (I-495). Allow me to share with you information 
regarding our noise abatement program, and how it relates to each of your concerns. 

Noise abatement projects are classified as either Type I or Type II projects. Those 
which fall into Type II involve the construction of noise barriers at locations where the 
highway was built before environmental impact analyses became a requirement of the 
highway development process. These are stand-alone projects which consist solely of 
barrier construction. 

The area between Georgia Avenue and Colesville Road is one of our remaining Type II 
projects.  It has been determined to meet all of the criteria established by our policy, 
but has not yet been funded. Our goal is to move these projects forward, subject to 
availability of federal funds and a local share of 20% of the project cost. 

Type I noise abatement projects, on the other hand, are those which are built in 
conjunction with roadway construction. Such a project is planned because an 
environmental impact analysis, conducted as part of the highway planning process, 
predicts that noise from the proposed highway will exceed the threshold of 67 
decibels (dBA) and that abatement can be achieved within our cost criteria of $40,000 
per impacted and protected residence. 

Such is the case with the area about which you inquired between Connecticut Avenue 
and Stoneybrook Road. This area was evaluated to determine the feasibility of noise 
abatement when the widening of I-495 was being planned. Barriers were not 
warranted because predicted noise levels from the expanded highway did not equal 
or exceed the impact threshold of 67 dBA. 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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The Honorable Derick Berlage 
October 31, 1994 
Page Two 

I hope this information clarifies the situation for each of the areas you mention. 
Should you have further questions about our noise abatement program, please feel 
free to contact me or Charlie Adams, Director of our Office of Environmental Design. 
Charlie can be reached at (410) 333-8063. 

Sincerely 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams 
Mr. Bruce Gartner 
Mr. Jim Hade 
Ms. Shawn Newson 
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^ ^^^^^ >s 0- James Lighthiz€ 

Maryland Department of Transportation I& 
State Highway Administration \ 

Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

February 2, 1994 

The Honorable Gerry L. Brewster 
Maryland House of Delegates 
308 Lowe House Office Building 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear DelegatePreWster: ^/ 

Thank you for your recent letter to Gene Miller, of our Office of Environmental Design, 
requesting the current status of the proposed noise barrier project for the Baltimore 
Beltway from the area east of Loch Raven Boulevard to Perring Parkway. 

The design initiation meeting for this project was held on December 10, 1993. At this 
meeting, members of the noise barrier design team discussed project responsibilities 
and anticipated schedules. In addition, members of the design team for the Beltway 
widening project were also present. 

It was decided that design of the noise barriers for this area should not begin until a 
determination about the Beltway widening is made. This will avoid unnecessary and 
duplicate design effort for the noise walls, which cannot be accurately located until the 
final highway section is determined. A decision on the widening should be made by 
mid-summer. This will not delay the anticipated construction start for the noise barrier 
project, which is scheduled for spring 1997. 

If we are fortunate enough to obtain funds for widening the Beltway in this area in 
advance of the sound barrier schedule, noise barriers will be included in the widening. 
At this point, it would be speculation to assume that the additional funding will be 
forthcoming soon, though we will continue to explore all possibilities. 

Once again, thank you for your continued interest in the noise barrier program. 
If you have any questions, or require additional information, please feel free to contact 
Charlie Adams, Director of our Office of Environmental Design.  Charlie can be 
reached at (410) 333-8063. 

Sincerely, 

Kassoff 
Administrator 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams 
Mr. Eugene J. Miller 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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I Prepared by:  Eugene Miller, Office of Environmental Design 
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Maryland Department of Trsnsportation j ^ 
State Highway Administration 

0. James Lighthizer 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

September 20, 1994 \     ' 

The Honorable Michael J. Collins 
Senate of Maryland 
418 Eastern Boulevard 
Baltimore MD 21221 

Dear SenaJprCollins: ' 

Secretary Lighthizer asked me to provide you with the results of our assessment of 
truck traffic on MD 702 and Back River Neck Road in Essex. 

The truck restriction on MD 702 was an environmental commitment made in 
connection with the extension of MD 702. As a result of this commitment, the 
pavement was not designed to carry heavy trucks. Also, the existing noise barriers 
would not be effective if heavy truck traffic were allowed on this road.  This is true, 
because such trucks emit a substantial amount of noise from their exhaust stacks, 
which are typically located 10-12 feet above the pavement -- much higher than 
exhaust pipes from passenger vehicles. 

Truck trafficTalong Back River Neck Road appears to be quite intermittent. This 
inherently makes any passage of a loud vehicle, such as a truck, potentially more 
annoying to nearby residents than it otherwise would be.  Certainly, there are times of 
day when traffic is heavier; however, many of these trucks serve the commercial area 
along Back River Neck Road parallel to MD 702 as well as several scattered small 
businesses, commercial establishments, and marinas farther south on the peninsula. 
If these trucks were allowed on MD 702, those destined for the northern commercial 
area would then have to utilize the local streets (Middleborough Road, Hyde Park 
Avenue, and E. Homberg Avenue), which pass directly through the heart of the 
adjacent communities. Although this may relieve the concerns along Back River Neck 
Road, truck traffic in other areas of the community would increase. 

A noise measurement study of the Franklin/Essex Avenue area was conducted several 
years ago, which showed that the average (Leq) noise level was substantially below 
the impact threshold level of 67 decibels (dBA).  It was also noted that infrequent, 
"peak" noise (primarily from trucks downshifting as they approach the Old Eastern 
Avenue intersection), was a potential source of annoyance. As with the areas along 
Back River Neck Road, prohibition of heavy trucks in this area would only serve to 
relocate the problem within the community. 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



/o3 
The Honorable Micfiael J. Collins 
September 20, 1994 
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I regret that we cannot offer a more positive response to the concerns expressed by 
your constituents, but I trust this information explains our perspective.  If you have any 
further questions, please feel free to contact me or Charlie Adams, Director of our 
Office of Environmental Design.  Charlie can be reached at (410) 333-8063. 

Sincerely, 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

Enclosure 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams 
Secretary O. James Lighthizer 



The Honorable Michael J. Collins \ 
September 20, 1994 
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bcc;    Mr. Bruce Gartner 
Mr. James D. Hade 
Mr. Richard A. Mclntyre 
Mr. Kenneth D. Polcak 
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24-HOUR NOISE MEASUREMENT 

Maryland Route 702 - 1403 Franklin Ave. 
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EXHIBIT 2 

SUMMARY OF NOISE LEVELS 
Maryland Route 702 
Franklin Avenue 

Leq NOISE LEVEL (in dBA) FOR INTERVAL TOTAL 
LOCATION  4:40-5:00pin   5:00-5:20pin    5:20-5:40pm       1-Hour 

1 55 52 53 54 

2 57 55 56 56 

3 57             56 57 57 

Data collected on Thursday, June 6, 1991 

LOCATION DESCRIPTIONS    (SEE  EXHIBIT 3) 

1 - Backyard of 1403 Franklin Avenue (Rakowski residence) 

2 - Front yard of 1403 Franklin Avenue (Rakowski residence) 

3 - Near right-of-way fence (in front of 1407 Franklin Avenue) 
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PEAK NOISE LEVELS- 24-HOUR STUDY 
Maryland Route 702 - 1403 Franklin Ave. 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

-A^.   fHl 
x      O. James Lighthizer 

/ O I Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

August 10, 1994 

The Honorable Gene W. Counihan 
Maryland House of Delegates 
222 Lowe House Office Building 
Annapolis MD 21401 

Dear Gene: 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding the new Blair High School, to be located on 
the Kay tract at Four Corners. We will be happy to work with you and the Board of 
Education on these issues. 

The pedestrian overpass construction plans will need to be reviewed for structural 
adequacy, clearances, construction methods, and aesthetics by our Bridge Design 
Division and the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). The bridge will go through 
several review steps ranging from "type, size and location" to final plans. The fastest 
way to proceed is to establish informal contact with State Highway Administration 
(SHA) and FHWA staff. Your County DOT is familiar with this process and might be a 
good resource.  I have asked Earle Freedman, our Deputy Chief Engineer - Bridge 
Development, to be available to arrange a meeting, if you or the Board's 
representatives call him at (410) 333-1331. Assuming that the Board goes forward 
with the project, an agreement will be needed to address construction, inspection, and 
maintenance of the overpass. 

If sound barriers are to be constructed on SHA right-of-way, our Office of 
Environmental Design would address the standards and criteria to be applied, as well 
as the approval process. Again, FHWA concurrence will be needed. Charlie Adams, 
our Director for that Office, will be able to answer any questions that the Board may ' 
have on those issues; he can be reached at (410) 333-8063. Once again, an 
agreement will be required to address construction, inspection, and maintenance of 
the facility. 

If the barriers are constructed as part of a larger contract, the approximate cost 
(based on figures for recently constructed barriers) is $16.50 per square foot. This 
figure does not include landscaping or other amenities, and can be expected to be 
higher if the contract is for a barrier only. 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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nb 
The Honorable Gene W. Counihan 
August 10, 1994 
Page Two 

Again, thank you for your letter. I trust that this reply gives you the direction you seek, 
and that all will go well with your project. 

Sincerely, 

\a\ Kassoff 
Administrator 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams 
Mr. Earle S. Freedman 
Mr. Creston J. Mills, Jr. 
Mr. Neil J. Pedersen 
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Senator Denis and Delegates Frosh, 
Genn, and Kopp 

May 27, 1994 
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bcc: Mr. Bruce Gartner 
Mr. James Hade , 
Mr. Creston J. Mills, Jr. 



?•. .. 9 

flP Senator Denis and Delegates Frosh, 
'' Genn, and Kopp 

May 27, 1994 
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)& 

bcc:    Mr. Bruce Gartner 
Mr. James Hade 
Mr. Creston J. Mills, Jr. 

Prepared By:  Charles B. Adams 



I 0. James Lighthizer 

Maryland Department of Transportation ilH*       Hai^ssoff 
State Highway Administration Administrator 

Office of District Engineer 
State Highway Administration 
9300 Kenilworth Avenue 
Greenbelt, Maryland 20770 

June 1, 1994 

The Honorable Arthur Dorman 
303 James Senate Office Building 
110 College Avenue 
Annapolis MD  21401-1991 

Dear Senator Dorman: 

I am writing in response to your recent letter on behalf of 
Mr. and Mrs. Byram in the Laurel Ridge Community. .. 

I would like to review for you the issues involved.  The 
Bryram's home is located several hundred feet from 1-95 and they 
own property which extends to the 1-9 5 right-of-way.  Because of 
the location of their home, it may not be possible to effectively 

^^   reduce the noise at their residence.  The attached map shows_the 
Jfr^P   relationship involved.  We know we can effectively reduce noise 

levels for the homes along Laurel Ridge Drive which are closer to 
1-95.  To do this, the wall must leave our right-of-way and "wrap 
around" the homes at the north end of Laurel Ridge Drive._ This 
will require construction along the back of these properties 
along the common property line with the Byrams. 

The design consultant working for us is developing studies 
to determine if we can provide noise reduction at the Byram's 
residence at a reasonable cost.  If this is not possible we will 
also look at construction which does not involve the Byram's 
property. 

This information was discussed with the Byrams at a 
neighborhood meeting which State Highway Administration 
representatives attended on April 20th. 

We should know in the next several weeks if we will be able 
to provide protection to the Byram's residence.  I will be back 
in contact with you as soon as we know. 

513-7311 
My telephone number is   

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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The Honorable Arthur Dorman 
June 1, 1994 
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In the meantime, if you have any questions, please do not 
hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 0      n /r ,n 
, o' W*». -^J^^ c^** 

Creston J. Mills, Jr. 
District Engineer 

CJM:ljb 

bcc:   Mr.   Charles  Adams 
Mrf?i:"Jiirr Hade ^ 



rik 0. James Lighthizer 

Maryland Department of Transportation Hai^ssoif 
State Highway Administration AdlnSor 

November 7, 1994 

The Honorable Arthur Dorman 
The Honorable Timothy F. Maloney 
The Honorable Pauline H. Menes 
The Honorable James C. Rosapepe 
21 st District Delegation 
210 Lowe House Office Building 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Senator Dorman and Delegates Maloney, Menes, and Rosapepe: 

I am writing to report the results of the noise monitoring study conducted in the 
Adelphi area of Prince George's County.  Noise monitoring was conducted at the 
home of Mr. Harold Dorfman, 11000 Cherry Hill Road, and at several locations along 
Sellman Road. 

The study included monitoring of noise levels for a full 24-hour period at two locations 
in the community.  Exhibit 1 shows the locations used in the monitoring program. 
Exhibit 2 shows the results of the 24-hour tests. At the Dorfman residence (location 
Rla), the noise level was at or above the noise impact threshold level of 67 decibels 
(dBA) for 20 out of 24 hours.  During the same period, the noise level did not reach 
the impact threshold during any hour at location R2 (3304 Sellman Road).  The reason 
for the difference is that 1-95 lies below the elevation of the residences and there is 
also a natural hill between Sellman Road and 1-95, which helps shield the residences 
from 3306 Sellman Road south to the intersection at Ashfield Road (location R3).  In 
addition, the homes to the south on Sellman Road are situated at progressively 
greater distances from 1-95. 

Short-term noise measurements were also conducted at each location on two other 
occasions.  Exhibit 3 summarizes all of the noise level data. The data shows that the 
three homes north of 3306 Sellman Road (including the Dorfman residence), 
experience noise levels at or above the impact threshold level of 67 dBA, while those 
to the south have levels below 67 dBA. This demonstrates that some noise reduction 
along the southern portion of Sellman Road is occurring as a result of the existing 
berm between Sellman Road and 1-95. The increasing distance of the homes from I- 
95 also contributes to lower noise levels. 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
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The Honorable Arthur Dorman 
The Honorable Timothy F. Maloney 
The Honorable Pauline H. Menes 
The Honorable James C. Rosapepe 
November 7, 1994 
Page Two 

A comparison with 1988 noise measurements shows that the noise has not 
substantially increased since that time.  Finally, previous study indicated that a noise 
barrier for this area would exceed our cost per residence limit. That conclusion has 
not changed. 

I regret that we cannot offer a more positive response, but hope this information is 
sufficient to answer your inquiry adequately.  If you have any further questions, please 
feel free to contact me or Charlie Adams, Director of our Office of Environmental 
Design.  Charlie may be reached at (410) 333-8063. 

Sincerely, 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

Enclosures 

cc:  Mr. Charles B. Adams 

NOV   w 

w 
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The Honorable Arthur Dorman 
The Honorable Timothy F. Maloney 
The Honorable Pauline H. Menes 
The Honorable James C. Rosapepe 
November 7, 1994 
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bcc:    Mr. Bruce Gartner 

Prepared by:  Ken Polcak 



~ O. James Lighthizer 

MarylandDepartmentofTransportation \ n\    ^^ 
State Highway Administration Administrator 

February 28, 1994 

The Honorable Arthur Dorman 
The Honorable Timothy F. Maloney 
The Honorable Pauline H. Menes 
The Honorable Jim Rosapepe 
21st District Delegation 
210 Lowe Office Building 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Senator Dorman and Delegates Maloney, Menes and Rosapepe: 

I wanted to follow up on my last letter to you, about the noise monitoring study to be 
done at the residence of Mr. Harold Dorfman, at 11100 Cherry Hill Road in Adelphi. 
This winter's unusually harsh weather has put us behind schedule for this study. 
However, we intend to resume noise measurements as soon as the weather permits 
and we hope to be able to report our findings to you by the end of May. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me or Charlie Adams, Director of 
our Office of Environmental Design. Charlie can be reached at (410) 333-8063. 

Sincerely, 

HdrKassoff 
Administrator 

cc:     Mr. Charles B. Adams 

My telephone number is  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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The Honorable Arthur Dorman 
The Honorable Timothy F. Maloney 
The Honorable Pauline H. Menes 
The Honorable Jim Rosapepe 
February 28, 1994 
Page Two 

bcc:   Mr. Gene Miller 
Mr. Ken Polcak 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

& 
O. James Lighthizer 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

February 17, 1994 

The Honorable Arthur Dorman 
The Honorable Timothy Maloney 
The Honorable Pauline H. Menes 
The Honorable Jim Rosapepe 
21 st District Delegation 
210 Lowe Office Building 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Hlfo 

FEB"2 2'69d 
u? 

Dear Senator Dorman and Delegates Maloney, Menes and Rosapepe: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the construction schedule of the sound 
barrier project for the West Laurel community. 

We are pleased to inform you that the contractor has been given the notice to 
proceed and that construction is underway. There has been some delay due to the 
recent inclement weather, but we still anticipate completion of the original sound 
barrier by the middle of summer. 

Thank you again for your interest in this matter. If you have any questions, please feel 
free to contact me or Charlie Adams, Director of our Office of Environmental Design. 
Gharlie ciah be reached at (410) 333-8063. 

Sincerel 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

cc:-    Mr. Charles B. Adams 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

Yfr- 
0. James Lighthizer 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

April 8, 1994 

The Honorable Arthur Dorman 
Senate of Maryland 
303 James Office Building 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear SenatoTDormanl: Dormar 

ThanlTyou for your recent letter on behalf of your constituent, Ms. Arlene Anderson, 
cSncemrng noise abatement on Barbara Drive, adjacent to I-95 .n Beltsv.lle. 

Several years ago the State Highway Administration (SHA) conducted a series of 
ndse measurements in the area of Barbara Drive.  The locat.ons were chosen to 
So Respond to the residences closest to I-95.  The noise levels were 59 dec.bels (dBA) 
for residences on Barbara Drive, well below the threshold for noise barr.er 

consideration, which is 67 dBA. 

Additionally these residences are located nearly 1000 feet from the highway.  Effective 
noise °educiion is limited to an area of only several hundred feet behind the barr.er. 
Even had th^nofseTevels met or exceeded the impact threshold, effective noise 
reduction could not have been obtained in the area of the residences. 

I reqret that I cannot offer a more positive response to your request.  If you have any 
aueJtbns or wish to discuss this matter further, please feel free to contact me or 
Charlie Adams, Director of SHA's Office of Environmental Design.  Charl.e can be 
reached at (410) 333-8063. 

Sincerely 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams 

My telephone number is •  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Maiiinn Address- P 0  Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Addrfss "^ NorthCa^ert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

]& 
O. James Lighthizer 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

May 31, 1994 

The Honorable Arthur Dorman 
The Honorable Timothy F. Maloney 
The Honorable Pauline H. Menes 
The Honorable James C. Rosapepe 
210 Lowe Office Building 
Annapolis MD 21401 

Dear Senator Dorman and Delegates Maloney, Menes and Rosapepe: 

I would like to let you know the current status of the soundwall construction project in 
West Laurel. 

A contract was awarded to Greanya Construction of New Freedom, Pennsylvania, and 
work began on January 24. Unfortunately, construction stopped soon after the bulk of 
the clearing was completed. We were then informed that the contractor had filed for 
Chapter 7 bankruptcy protection in the Federal Bankruptcy Court at Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania. 

Our attorney has been in contact with the trustee, and is attempting to obtain the 
release of this project to the bonding company so that we can arrange to complete 
the construction. It appears that this release will be issued within the next several 
weeks. When it is, we will take immediate action to begin negotiations with the 
bonding company to finish this very important project.  I am optimistic that much of 
the wall can be installed this year. 

I hope this information will help you to respond to your constituents as questions 
arise. We will let you know of all developments as they unfold. 

Sincerely, 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

My telephone number is _  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717  
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The Honorable Arthur Dorman 
The Honorable Timothy F. Maloney 
The Honorable Pauline H. Menes 
The Honorable James C. Rosapepe 
May 31, 1994 
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bcc:    Mr. Bruce Gartner 

Prepared By:  Charles B. Adams 
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MarylandPepartment of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

0. James Lighthizer 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Adm.rustrator 

November 25, 1994 

The Honorable Darrel Drown 
Council Member 
Howard County Council 
George Howard Building 
3430 Court House Drive 
Ellicott City MD 21043-4392 

The Honorable Shane Pendergrass 
Chairman 
Howard County Council 
George Howard Building 
3430 Court House Drive 
Ellicott City MD 21043-4392 

Dear Councilman Drown and Chairman Pendergrass: 

We have evaluated the impact of highway traffic noise on the Hunt Club Estates 
community, adjacent to I-95 in the Elkridge area, as well as looked at the feasibility of 
constructing barriers. I have enclosed a copy of the report for your review. 

The study monitored noise at homes which predate I-95, because homes built after 
the highway was constructed would not qualify for noise abatement under our criteria. 
We determined that noise levels at 12 homes are at or above the noise impact 
threshold of 67 decibels (dBA). These homes were included in the noise barrier 
feasibility and cost analysis. 

The enclosed plan (labeled Exhibit A), shows the noise barrier that would be required 
to provide optimum noise reduction for the identified, impacted residences.  (We 
achieve optimum results when we reduce noise levels at all such residences by 7-10 
dBA; a change of less than 5 dBA is difficult to perceive.) A barrier system would 
range in height from 14-24 feet and would be approximately 2200 feet long. The cost 
of this system would be over $1,700,000. 

'': W/ :•; '-.•-.     • 

One of the briteristiwhich guides our noise barrier program is a maximum expenditure 
of $40,000 per residence. We calculate this figure by dividing the number of affected 
homes which would be protected by a barrier, into the total cost of. the barrier. In this 
case, where there are 12 affected homes, the barrier would cost well over $95,000 per 
residence. 

My telephone number is .  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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"The Honorable Barrel Drown 
The Honorable Shane Pendergrass 
November 25, 1994 
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We also considered a scaled-down barrier design which provided the minimum 
acceptable noise reduction of 5 dBA at the most severely impacted residences. The 
cost of such a system would range from $800,000 to $900,000, which translates to a • 
cost per residence of from $66,000 to $75,000. 

Under either approach, the cost would greatly exceed our criteria. We have therefore 
determined that the Hunt Club Estates community does not qualify for noise 
abatement. 

I am sorry that we cannot offer a more positive response.  If you have any further 
questions, please feel free to call me or Charlie Adams, Director of our Office of 
Environmental Design.  Charlie can be reached (410) 333-8063. 

Sincerely, 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

Enclosures 

cc:      Ms. Kim Acton 
Mr. Charles B. Adams 
Ms. Natalie Eades 
Mr. Ken Polcak 
Ms. Betty Sydnor 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

19-7 
O. James Lighthizer 
Secretary' 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

January 27, 1994 

The Honorable Darrel Drown 
Council Member 
County Council of Howard County 
George Howard Building 
3430 Court House Drive 
Ellicott City MD 21043-1992 

Dear Council Menl6er Drown 

I wanted to let you know about the noise monitoring study to be done in the areas of 
Bauman Drive and Hunt Club Road adjacent to 1-95 in Elkridge. 

The monitoring studies have been initiated but are not yet completed.  Unfortunately, 
inclement weather conditions have postponed further testing, which has placed us 
behind in our schedule for this study. 

We intend to resume noise measurements for the Hunt Club Estates area as soon as 
the weather permits, and we will report our findings to you by early April. If you have 
any questions, please feel free to contact me or Charlie Adams, Director of our Office 
of Environmental Design.  Charlie may be reached at (410) 333-8063. 

Sincerely, 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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January 27, 1994 
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•r- bcc:    Mr. Gene Miller 
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The Secretary's Office 
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William Donald Schaefer 
Governor 

O. James Lighthlzer 
Secretary 

Thomas L. Osbome 
Deputy Secretary 

November 4, 1994 

The Honorable Nathaniel Exum 
Maryland House of Delegates 
1891 Brightseat Road 
Landover MD -20785-4256    

Dear Delegate! Exum: 

I am writing in response .to your recent letter about sound barriers for the Enterprise Estates 
Community adjacent to US 50 and Centennial Village located adjacent to 1-95. 

The Enterprise Estates area, as you and I have discussed, appears to fall into the same 
category as Willow Grove.  We need to determine if a barrier would be effective and within 
our cost guidelines.  I have discussed this issue with Hal Kassoff.   The State Highway 
Administration will perform an analysis to determine whether a barrier would meet all of our 
criteria.  This study will begin in about one month and should be completed by March, 1995. 

The Centennial Village area was studied several years ago to determine if it were eligible for 
consideration.  This area was approved and built well after the construction of the Capital 
Beltway and is not eligible for the noise abatement program. 

I hope that this reply adequately addresses your concerns, and I apologize for any confusion 
on the Enterprise Estates issue. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact 
me. 

Sincerely 

Thomas L. Osbome 
Deputy Secretary 

•'Mr. jCharlie Adams 
Mr. Hal Kassoff 
Secretary O. James Lighthizer 

cc: 

859-7600 
My telephone number is (410)- 

TTY For the Deaf: (410) 684-6919 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 

® 
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IN REPLY REFER TO       ADM 

March 10, 1994 

The Honorable Brian E. Frosh 
The Honorable Nancy K. Kopp 
Maryland House of Delegates 
402 B Lowe Office Building 
Annapolis MD  21401-1991 

Dear Delegates Frosh and Kopp: 

Thank you both again for bringing to my attention the 
need for a sound barrier on 1-495 in the vicinity of 
Old Georgetown Road in Montgomery County.  Your 
concerns and support mean a great deal to me and, as a 
result, I am pleased to tell you that I have approved 
this project. 

Our review showed that the criteria for a noise barrier 
are met and that a barrier is justified at this 
location.  I have directed the State Highway 
.Administration (SHA) to proceed with the.design of this 
project.  As you may know, the funding for these 
projects requires local government to contribute 20 
percent of the total construction costs.  In turn, the 
State will fund the remaining 80 percent. 

I have also written to County Executive Potter to 
advise that this project can proceed if the County 
agrees to contribute its 2 0 percent share.  As the 
estimated total cost is $6 million, the County's 
estimated cost would be $1.2 million.  If the_County 
agrees to the funding, this project could begin 
construction as early as the spring of 1995. 

I am pleased that we may be able to provide relief to 
the community along this section of 1-495 and want to 

WILLIAM DONALD SCHAEFER 
GOVERNOR 

ANNAPOLIS OFFICE 
STA7E HOUSE 

100 STATE CIRCLE 
ANNAPOLIS. MARYLAND 21401 

(HO) 97J-2901 

SALTIMORE OFFICE 
SUITE 1513 

301 WEST PRESTON STREET 
BALTIMORE. MARYLAND 21201 

(410) 225-4800 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 
SUITE 311 

444 NORTH CAPITOL STREET. N.W. 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20001 

(202)638-2215 

TDD (410) 333-3098 

0 



•/ The Honorable Brian E. Frosh 
The Honorable Nancy K. Kopp 
March 10, 1994 
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J3I 

thank you for your continued support for this project. 
We would not have been able to proceed without your 
interest and involvement.  Your concern for this 
community was obvious, and I appreciate our friendship. 

Governor 

cc:  Mr. Hal Kassoff 



bcc: J Mr. Charles B. Adams 
Mr. Dale Hilliard 
Secretary O. James Lighthizer 
The Honorable Neil Potter 
Mr. Stephen Zentz 

Dictated by Charles Adams, SHA, 333-8063 

10^ 



O. James Lighthizer 

Maryland Department of Transportation TJZlsow 
State Highway Administration AdminJSor 

December 9, 1994 

The Honorable Idamae Garrott 
Senate of Maryland 
304 James Senate Office Building 
110 College Avenue 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Senator Garrott: 

I am writing about the project to landscape the median of Layhill Road, MD 182. Our 
plan was to have this work started by this fall. However, one of the bidders has 
challenged the low bid. This, in turn, delayed the execution of the contract for this 
project. 

We expect that the issue will be resolved within the next month.  However, with the 
approach of winter, we will be unable to proceed with the work until next spring. We 
truly regret this unavoidable delay. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me or Charles Adams, 
our Director of Environmental Design. Charles can be reached at (410) 333-8063. 

Sincerely, 

0 y 
'Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore. Marvland 21202 
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The Honorable Idamae Garrott 
December 9, 1994 
Page Two 

bcc:    Mr. Creston J. Mills, Jr. 
Mr. Bruce Gartner 
Mr. Richard Mclntyre 
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O. James Lighthizer 

Maryland Department of Transportation TJZsou 
State Highway Administration Administrator 

July 12, 1994 

The Honorable Leo E. Green 
Senate of Maryland 
212 James Senate Office Building 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear SengteHSfeer 

I am writing in response to your recent discussion with Charlie Adams, Director of our 
Office of Environmental Design, about the meeting he recently attended with the 
Lanham Station Area Citizens' Association. 

You requested a summary of the meeting. The community was very interested in 
having a sound barrier constructed along the Beltway.  Residents feel that recent 
constructionlnconjunctionswiththel-gs/US 50!nterchang&^has increased-noise levels. 
They also cited the recent waterline construction by Washington Suburban Sanitary 
Commission (WSSC) as having added greatly to the noise problem because it 
removed the entire wooded buffer which existed between their homes and the State 
Highway Administration's (SHA) right-of-way. 

Charlie explained that this community did not meet SHA's criteria for a noise barrier 
because it was developed after the construction of the Beltway. He also explained 
that the community had been previously told, in error, that it meets the eligibility 
criteria. I have enclosed a copy of Secretary O. James Lighthizer's letter, dated 
July 19, 1993, which acknowledges this regrettable error. 

The community was to decide whether to request that SHA reassess whether 
anticipated affects of the I-95/US 50 project had been correctly analyzed. We will 
perform these additional studies if the community desires, but there really isn't 
anything SHA can do about the impacts which may have resulted from the WSSC 
construction. 

My telephone number is — 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



The Honorable Leo E. Green 
July 12, 1994 
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If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me or Charlie Adams.  Charlie 
can be reached at (410) 333-8063. 

Sincerely, 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

Enclosure 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams 
Mr. Creston J. Mills, Jr. 
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The Honorable Leo E. Green 
July 12, 1994 
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bcc:   Mr. Bruce Gartner 
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Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

PLEASE REPLY TO : . 
OFFICE OF DISTRICT ENGINEER 
5111  BUCKEYSTOWN PIKE 
FREDERICK . MARYLAND 21701-8305 

July 1,  1994 

The Honorable Thomas Hattery 
District Office 
P.O. Box 88 
Mt. Airy, MD 

Dear Delegaje Hattery: 

21771 

HE 

Thank you for taking the time to meet with John Concannon of my staff to discuss 

various traffic issues in the Walkersville area. 

As you requested, enclosed is a copy of our recent speed study conducted along 
MD 194 near Crum Road.  The posted speed limit in this area is 50 MPH.   Our study 
revealed that the 85th percentile speed, or the speed at which most reasonable motorists 
are driving, is between 54 MPH and 56 MPH.   At the request of Mr. Mallonee, we will . 
be conducting additional speed studies during the morning and evening peak periods and 
will fonvard the results of those studies within the next several weeks. 

We have contacted our Office of Environmental Design to evaluate the noise level 
around Mr. Mallonee's residence, #8 Wyndale Court, in Frederick County.  They will be 
coordinating their activities directly with Mr. Mallonee.  However, we stress that the 
State Highway Adminstration does not have a program for retrofitting sound barriers on 

roads such as MD 194. 

If we can be of further assistance to you, please feel free to contact John 
Concannon, Traffic Engineer, at 1-800-635-5119. 

Sincerely, 

:"        " "       Douglas R. Rose 
-    .   District Engineer 

DRR/JMC/msc 

My telephone number is . r— • 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

M-,ii;,.„ AHHrocc-  DO. Bo*717 • Baltimore. MD 21203-0717 
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State Highway Administration AdmimsSor 

Decerpber 9, 1994 

The Honorable Henry B. Heller 
Maryland House of Delegates 
12706 Turkey Branch Parkway 
Rockville MD 20853-3443 

Dear Delegate heller: 

I am writing about the project to landscape the median of Layhill Road, MD 182. Our 
plan was to have this work started by this fall.  However, one of the bidders has 
challenged the low bid. This, in turn, delayed the execution of the contract for this 
project. 

We expect that the issue will be resolved within the next month. However, with the 
approach of winter, we will be unable to proceed with the work until next spring. We 
truly regret this unavoidable delay. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me or Charles Adams, 
our Director of Environmental Design. Charles can be reached at (410) 333-8063. 

Sincerely, 

/^Hal 
TT Administrator 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
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The Honorable Henry B. Heller 
December 9, 1994 
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bcc:    Mr. Creston J. Mills, Jr. 
Mr. Bruce Gartner 
Mr. Richard Mclntyre 
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March 1, 1994 

The Honorable Barbara A. Hoffman 
The Honorable Samuel I. Rosenberg 
100 Lowe Office Building 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Senator Hoffman and Delegate Rosenberg: 

Thank you for your recent letter on behalf of the Regency Park community located between 
Park Heights and Stevenson Road, adjacent to the Baltimore Beltway (1-695). 

This area was evaluated during the preliminary planning for expansion of the beltway. 
However, no commitment was made to build noise barriers in this area.  As design of 
specific sections for 1-695 proceeds, each community in this corridor, including Regency 
Park, will be re-evaluated to determine the noise impact of the widening.  This 
re-evaluation will indicate where noise barriers should be constructed.   The design for this 
segment of the beltway has begun, and we anticipate having the noise barrier analysis 
completed by the end of this summer. 

I hope this information clarifies the status of the noise abatement issue with respect to the 
Regency Park community.  If you have any further questions, please feel free to contact me 
or Charlie Adams, Director of the State Highway Administration's Office of Environmental 
Design.  Charlie can be reached at (410) 333-8063. 

Sincerely, 

bs Lighthizer 
"Secretary 

cc:      Mr.. Charles B. Adams 

My telephone number is (410)- 859-7600 
TTY For the Deaf: (410) 684-6919 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 
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March 8, 1994 

The Honorable Theodore Levin 
Maryland House of Delegates 
100 Lowe Office Building 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear DelegaterCevin: 

Th^nk vou for vour recent letter on behalf of the Regency Park community, which is 
S^e^aSws and Stevenson Road, adjacent to the Ba.t.more Beltway 

(I-695). 

This area was evaluated during preliminary planning for the beltway expansion; 
however nc^commTment was made to build noise barriers in this area. As des.gn of 
sSc sections for I-695 proceeds, each community in this corr.dor .nclud.ng 
Reqency Pa k w I be re-evaluated to measure the noise impart of the widening. 
?hese%-evaluatons will determine where noise barriers should be constructed 
The designXw* segment of the beltway has begun, and we a^icpate hav.ng the 
ndse barrier analysis completed by the end of this com.ng summer. 

, hope that this information clarifies the status of noise *«^^J*^ ^ 
community   If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me or Charlie 
AdTms, D^r of our Office of Environmental Design.  Charlie can be reached at 

(410) 333-8063. 

Sincerely, 

lal Kassoff 
Administrator 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailinq Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
<;tr J• Addr?ss   707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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HOUSE OF DELEGATES 
ANNAPOLIS. MARYLAND 21401-1991 

THEODORE LEVIN 

ELEVENTH DISTRICT 

BALTIMORE COUNTY 

COMMITTEE: 

WAYS AND MEANS 

DISTRICT OFFICE: 
t14SLADE AVENUE 

BALTIMORE. MARYLAND 21208 

466-0462 

February 16, 1994 

r% Hal Kassof f  , ,       v ,y , ^\ 
State Highway Administration,! .   V 
Office of State Highway Administrator \,' ,'-;'*' "'* 
707 North Calvert Street -"   - /••'..'.'• •••'-•' 
Baltimore, MD 21201  , ' •" '•• .*      " - ' ^ 

Dear Hal:       " •-     '' ' ) '       .  . v ' 
'•''.•,.••'       "     '    "/ • Si'^ 

I have received several constituent inquiries as to the 
status of the installation of noise barriers oh 'the north side of 
1-695 between Park Heights Avenue and StevensonVRoad.  I would imW' A«H 
appreciate you dropping me a line as to when the project is 
scheduled.  Also , .needless to say" the',acceieration? of the project 
has my complete support. "-' " ;• '• ;>, > / ' " ',    '    > 

Thanking you for your anticipated cooperation. 

- *"   Sincerely yours. 

THEODORE LEVIN 

TL/pg 
cc:  Judge- Paul A. Dorf 

Rhona P. Dorf 
Charles Harrison 
Ronald. J. Taylor, M.D. 
President, Regency Park Condominium 
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Governor 
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April 18, 1994 

The Honorable Laurence Levitan 
Senate of Maryland 
100 James Senate Office Building 
110 College Avenue 
Annapolis MD  21401-1991 

Dear Senator Levitan: 

I am writing as a follow-up to our recent meeting with Ms. Eileen Pierce of the Bradley 
Boulevard Citizens Association. 

As'we discussed, the State Highway Administration (SHA) will investigate the following: 

• Determine the effects which existing noise levels from 1-270, west spur, have 
on the Longwood area; 

• Examine the projected change in noise levels that would result from expansion 
of the 1-270 west spur; and 

• Determine the extent and effect on noise levels which recent improvements to 
1-495 have had in the Newbold Drive area. 

SHA will develop this information and get back to you by mid-May. 

In the meantime, if you have any additional questions, please feel free to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

J| 

My telephone number is (410)- 
859-7600 



ManlandDepartmentofTransportation i ^ 
'SSHighway Administration. 

O. James Ugnthiz^ 
Secreiary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

February 17, 1994 

The Honorable Timothy Matoney 
Maryland House of De egates 
Lowe House Office Building 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991^ 

Dear Delesple-MSiSW.     ' (ho nroDosed noise abatement project 

isssa s esszsssss* - -— 
terminus of the sound bamer. ^ ^ 

sound barriers. that barrier 

E^l• «"—*—-" r~ *• po"°• *a"*°°" 
_i««:u«i IOVP! is minimal. .. 
tvenny nwa^w — 
decibel level is minimal decibe, levet is mmim... ^.^^ ^ other 

SSSJ^Si^-^SrXl^S-^ <*re o, the noise 
KrexSr^^shoid. 

My telephone number is ly telepnone numuc. .o  
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The Honorable Timothy Maloney 
February 17, 1994 
Page Two 

I regret that we cannot offer a more positive response to your inquiry, but hope that 
this letter clarifies our reasons for excluding the Redmiles Road area from this noise 
abatement project.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me or 
Charlie Adams, Director of our Office of Environmental Design.  Charlie can be 
reached at (410) 333-8063. 

Sincerely, 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
The Secretary's Office 

m William Donald Schaeter 
Governor 

O. James Lighthizer 
Secretary 

Thomas L. Osborne 
Deputy Secretary 

September 15,1994 

The Honorable Christopher J. McCabe 
12400 Clarksville Pike 
Clarksville MD 21029-1225 

Dear Senator McCabe: 

Thank you for your comments on the Maryland Transportation Plan.   As we near the end of 
the year-long plan development process we are especially interested in input from elected 
officials. 

The State Highway Administration (SHA) is currently working jointly with Montgomery 
County and environmental resource agencies to determine whether an approvable alignment 
for the Brookeville Bypass can be identified.  Once these studies are complete a 
determination will be made whether to add the road to the Consolidated Transportation 
Program.   The Brookeville Bypass does not appear on the long-range plan map because the 
map only shows the primary highway network and MD 97 is on the State's secondary 
highway system. 

With regard to your question about noise impacts to new residential construction along 1-70 
in the vicinity of Ellicott City, SHA's noise barrier policy is as follows.   Noise barriers are 
only constructed to protect houses that pre-date a highway or are impacted by a major 
highway expansion.  If houses are eligible, SHA makes a further evaluation of the site for 
feasibility and to be sure the project falls within the program's spending guidelines.   In 
general we try to work with local jurisdictions to limit new development near highways and 
often comment on plans and zoning ordinances.   In addition we encourage developers to 
mitigate noise impacts through landscaping or berms. 

Thank you for your comment on BWI Airport.   As of April, 1994, the number of 
commercial passengers through BWI was 41% above the same time in 1993.   We expect 
even more passenger growth when the renovation of the terminal and construction of the new 
international pier are complete. 

Please feel free to call me if you have any additional comments or questions. 

Sincerely, 

^ 
^& 

PauTj.^ieclefeld, Director^, 
Office of Systems Planning and Evaluation 

My telephone number is (410)- 859-7943 
TTY For the Deaf: (410) 684-6919 

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755 

® 
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Senator Christopher J. McCabe 
•   September 15, 1994- 

Page 2 

cc:       Secretary O. James Lighthizer 
Hal Kassoff 
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Senator Christopher J. McCabe 
September 15, 1994 
Page 3 

bcc:     Mr. Jim Hade, SHA 
Mr. Neil J. Pedersen, SHA 
Mr. Glen Smith, SHA 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

O. James Lighlhizer 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

November 10, 1994 

The Honorable Edward Mjddlebrooks 
Anne Arundel County Council 
Arundel Center 
44 Calvert Street 
Annapolis MD 21404-1831 

Dear Councilman Middlebrooks: 

! am writing as a follow-up to the recent CTP Tour meeting for Anne Arundel County. 
At that meeting, Ms. Sharon Chewning requested, on your behalf, that we provide 
information on noise barrier projects associated with MD 100. 

The construction of MD 100 in Anne Arundel County will not include any noise barriers 
along the-mainline: The noise-impact analyses-for-this project determined that no 
areas met all of the criteria we have established for an area to be considered for noise 
barriers.  Noise barriers are, however, being constructed in conjunction with the 
expansion of I-97, in the vicinity of the connection with MD 100.  Noise barriers are 
included in the project now underway from New Cut Road to MD 174.  These barriers, 
to be constructed along the north and southbound roadways, will provide noise 
reduction to the communities of Parke West and Glen Burnie Park. 

Additionally, we are finalizing a feasibility study for the area along the ramp from 
westbound MD 100 to northbound I-97, to determine if noise barriers are warranted 
and feasible. This study should be completed within the next month. 

If you would like more information about specific areas adjacent to MD 100, please 
feel free to contact me or Charles Adams, Director of our Office of Environmental 
Design.  Charles can be reached at (410) 333-8063. 

Sincerely, 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

cc:     Mr. Charles B. Adams 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech' 
1 •800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

M^itino rtHHi-"-"?-   no    Ro^ 717 • p^Uimorp   MD 0-|om.n717 
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The Honorable Edward Middlebrooks 
November 10, 1994 
Page Two 

bcc:   Mr. Keith Bounds 
Mr. Bruce Gartner 
Mr. James D. Hade 
Mr. Edward H. Meehan 
Mr. Neil J. Pedersen 

Prepared by Charlie Adams 

16 </ 
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State Highway Administration 

O. James Lighthizer 
Secretary 

l& " Hal Kassofl 
Administrator 

February 1, 1994 

The Honorable Melvin G. Mintz 
Baltimore County Council 
Second District 
Court House 
Towson MD 21204 

Dear Councilman Mintz: 

Thank you for your recent telephone inquiry to the Office of Environmental Design 
concerning noise abatement for the Stevenson Village area adjacent to the Baltimore 
Beltway (I-695) in Baltimore County. 

Several years ago the State Highway Administration conducted a noise study at the 
Stevenson Village community. We did find some of the residences to be impacted 
with noise levels ranging from 66-68 decibels.  However, these homes were 
constructed after the completion of I-695; thus, they do not meet the requirement for 
date of construction under the State Highway Administration's Noise Abatement 
Policy.  In addition, preliminary studies indicate that these homes also failed to meet 
the reasonable cost criterion of the Policy. A final determination of cost per residence 
cannot be determined until actual design of a noise barrier system for a particular 
area. 

At the request of the community, we did provide additional landscaping in this area to 
provide some psychological relief from the traffic noise. We worked closely with 
community leaders to select appropriate plant varieties and to determine exactly where 
planting should be located. 

Design studies for the widening of I-695 from Reisterstown Road to the Jones Falls 
Expressway (I-83) are underway. A noise reevaluation will be conducted as part of 
these studies. Each community in this corridor, including Stevenson Village, will be 
reviewed to determine anticipated impacts due to the widening. This will determine 
noise barrier eligibility. A timetable for this work has not yet been developed. 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



The Honorable Melvin G. Mintz 
February 1, 1994 
Page Two 

We receive many more requests for noise barriers than we have the resources to 
address, and we must strictly adhere to the policy requirements in order to ensure a 
fair and equitable method of determining where noise barriers should be considered 
and erected. 

I hope this information clarifies the situation concerning noise abatement at the 
Stevenson Village community.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact 
me or Charlie Adams, Director of our Office of Environmental Design.  Charlie can be 
reached at (410) 333-8063. 

Sincerely. 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams 



The Honorable Melvin G. Mintz 
February 1, 1994 
Page Three 

bcc:    Mr. Eugene Miller 
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November 25, 1994 

The Honorable Constance A. Morella 
Congress of the United States 
District Office   . 
Suite 507 
51 Monroe Street 
Rockville MD 20850 

Dear Congresswoman Morella: 

Thank you for your recent letter on behalf of Mr. and Mrs. Frank J. Abate about noise 
from I-495. 

The Al Marah Community in which Mr. and Mrs. Abate live was analyzed as part of the 
environmental impact study performed for widening of the beltway. This analysis 
examined the anticipated impact upon communities from Bradley Boulevard to the 
Potomac River. The study took into account physical modifications to the beltway 
together with future traffic volumes. The conclusion was that approximately eighteen 
residences would be impacted by the year 2010 in the Al Marah community. 

Noise abatement possibilities were also analyzed and it was determined that a noise 
barrier to protect these homes would cost over $67,000 per residence.  One of the 
criteria which guides our noise abatement program is a maximum expenditure of 
$40,000 per residence for noise barriers. This figure is calculated by dividing the 
number of affected homes which would be protected by a barrier, into the total cost of 
the barrier.  In this case, the cost per residence significantly exceeded our maximum 
amount. 

The State Highway Administration worked with a coalition of the local communities 
called CABN (Citizens Against Beltway Noise), which was very interested in the 
provision of noise barriers. None of the communities studied met the cost criterion. 
The result of these discussions was that special taxation districts were established for 

"two areas. These communities were willing to pay the cost that exceeded the State 
Highway Administration's maximum. Six communities, including Al Marah, were 
represented by CABN and only the two communities where barriers have, been 
constructed committed to the additional funding.  It was for this reason that no other 
barriers were built. The determining factor was not the noise levels; it was the cost of 
abatement and the State's ability to justify that cost. 

My telephone number is .  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore. Maryland 21202 



The Honorable Constance A. Morella . /6 ^ 
November 25, 1994 
Page Two 

The Abates* letter refers to protection of the Burning Tree Country Club. The noise 
barrier along that particular area which overlaps the Country Club property was 
necessary to reduce noise at residences on Arrowwood Drive and Arrowwood Court. 
This barrier was not built to protect Burning Tree. 

I hope this explains the situation at Al Marah.  I have asked Charles Adams, Director 
of our Office of Environmental Design, to contact the Abates and address any 
questions they may have. 

If you would like any additional information, please feel free to call me or Charlie 
Adams.  Charlie can be reached at (410) 333-8063. 

Sincerely, 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

cc:  Mr. Charles B. Adams 
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January 27, 1994 

The Honorable Louis P. Morsberger 
The Honorable Kenneth H. Masters 
The Honorable Thomas E. Dewberry 
304 Lowe House Office Building 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Delegates Morsberger, Masters, and Dewberry: 

Enclosed is a report on the results of our recent traffic noise measurement study 
conducted in the Relay/St. Denis area adjacent to 1-195 in Baltimore County. 

We found current noise levels to be several decibels lower than predicted in the 
Environmental Impact Statement for 1-195. This is because the predictions are based 
on traffic forecasts for the year 2005, and current traffic volumes have not reached the 
levels used in the predictions.  In instances where current noise levels were equal to 
or slightly higher than predicted, it is likely that the corresponding traffic volumes and 
numbers of trucks were slightly greater than in the 2005 forecasts. 

We also conducted a preliminary assessment of the cost of a noise barrier for this 
area. To protect the impacted homes, a noise barrier approximately 1200 feet in 
length and averaging 16 feet in height would cost over $500,000. This equates to 
over $80,000 per residence, which is well beyond the $40,000 per residence allowed 
under the Noise Abatement Policy. 

In summary, we feel the environmental studies for the 1-195 project accurately 
predicted the noise impacts in the Relay/St. Denis area. Although some residences 
meet or exceed the 67 decibel threshold, there are an insufficient number of homes 
impacted to meet the reasonable cost criterion of the policy. This is why noise 
abatement measures were not included for this area in the construction of the 1-195 
highway project. 

• My telephone number is  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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Delegates Morsberger, Masters and Dewberry 
January 27, 1994 
Page Two 

I hope this information clarifies the situation at Relay/St. Denis regarding the traffic 
noise situation.  If you have any questions, or wish to discuss this matter further, 
please feel free to contact me or Charlie Adams, Director of our Office of 
Environmental Design. Charlie can be reached at (410) 333-8063. 

H&l Kassoff 
Administrator 

Enclosure 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams 
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bcc:    Mr. Charles R. Harrison 

:Prepared by Gene Miller, 333-8071 
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TRAFFIC NOISE MEASUREMENT STUDY 

AND IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

1-195 
RELAY/ST. DENIS AREA 

January, 1994 

TNTRODUCTTON 

This report summarizes the results of a traffic noise monitoring study 
and impact evaluation conducted for the Relay and St.Denis commuruties in 
southwestern Baltimore County.    The subject area is situated adjacent to 1-195 
between the interchanges with 1-95 and U.S. Route 1 (Washington Boulevard). 

Specifically, the evaluation describes the current level on noise impact 
from traffic on 1-195 in the adjacent communities and assesses conditions in 
comparison to projections made during environmental impact studies conducted 
prior to the construction of 1-195.    Noise levels and traffic volumes and 
related parameters are examined. 

STUDY  APPROACH 

Noise levels were measured on both a long-term and short-term basis 
Specifically, an assessment of the noise level variation over a 24-hour period 
was made at one location.    From these results, the "worst-case    or loudest 
noise hours were determined.    Then, short-term measurements were made at 
the remaining locations throughout the study area during the identofied period 
of highest noise levels. 

Twelve (12) locations were chosen in the subject area to be 
representative of the wide range of site conditions that prevail throughout the 
community, as indicated on Exhibit 1.    These ^tes also correspond to sites 
evaluated during the initial environmental studies for 1-195.    Site No. 7, at the 
dead end of Hazel Avenue, was selected as the location for 24-hour noise 
monitoring, because of its close proximity to 1-195 and because it is locatedI at 
the same distance from 1-195 as the closest home on Magnolia Avenue (#1729). 

In addition to the noise measurements, random sampling of the traffic 
conditions was also conducted on a number of different occasions.    The intent 
is to establish some comparative benchmark between earlier predicted noise 
levels and current measured levels.    This data should give an indication of 
the current volume and vehicular mix of traffic that can be compared to 
traffic data used in the earlier environmental study noise level predictions. 

RESULTS 

Exhibit 2 shows the noise level variation over a 24-hour period at Site 
No   7     Monitoring was conducted to determine the hour(s) of the day during 
which the highest noise levels occur and was conducted on several different 
occasions to determine the trend.    The chart shows that the morning rush- 
hour (6-9 am) yields the highest noise levels.    During the evening rush-hour 
(3-7pm)   the noise level is approximately 1 decibel (dBA) less than dunng the 
morning rush-hour.    During the typical daytime "non-rush-hour"  (9am-3pm), 
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TRAFFIC  NOISE  MEASUREMENT  STUDY Page  2 
1-195  - RELAY/ST.DENIS 
January, 1994 

the noise levels were a maximum of about 3 dBA lower than during the 
morning rush-hour.    Noise levels were lowest during the late night/early 
morning hours. 

Short-term noise level testing was then targeted for the morning rush- 
hour period at the remaining 11 sites in the study.    The duration of each test 
was typically 15-30 minutes.    As with the 24-hour testing, measurements were 
conducted on several different days and the highest level found at each site 
is reported in Table 1.    Based on the hourly noise level variations 
demonstrated in the 24-hour testing, levels for the evening rush-hour, and 
daytime (non-rush) hours were projected for each site and also reported in 
Table 1.    Based on the highest noise level measured at each site, it was then 
determined that a maximum of six residences are currently impacted above the 
impact threshold level of 67 dBA during some hours of the day.    This is 
shown on Exhibit 3. 

COMPARISON WITH  F&RT.TFR   ENVIRONMENTAI.  STUDIES 

The environmental impact studies conducted in 1981/82 prior to the 
construction of 1-195 assessed noise impacts, based on future traffic 
conditions (for the year 2005).    Forecasts of the percentage of trucks, average 
speed, and directional distribution (i.e highest percentage of the total vehicles 
traveling in one direction) will result in a certain level of impact.    The 
combined effect of variations in these parameters can result in minor 
variations in the associated noise level. 

Current measured noise levels were found to be generally consistent 
with noise levels predicted in the 1981/82 environmental studies conducted for 
1-195.    Table 2 shows the highest measured and associated predicted levels for 
various locations in the study area.    A summary of current traffic data from 
SHA, the randomly sampled traffic data taken during selected noise 
measurement test periods, and historical data from the 1981/82 studies is 
given in Exhibit 4. 

In most cases, current levels were found to be several decibels lower 
than predicted.    This is in part because the predictions are based on traffic 
forecasts for the year 2005, and current traffic volumes are below those used 
in the predictions.    In instances where current measured noise levels were 
equal to or slightly higher than predicted, it is suspected that the 
corresponding traffic volumes and/or numbers of trucks were slightly greater 
than in the 2005 traffic forecasts.    Also, the current directional distribution 
was found to be greater {60% or more) than the percentage figure used in the 
environmental studies (50%).    This indicates a larger share of the traffic 
passed closer to the measurement sites, compared to the predicted scenario. 

ANALYSIS   SUMMARY  AND CONCLUSIONS 

Variations in traffic conditions between those forecast in the original 
environmental studies and those recently sampled would account for 
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differences between predicted and measured noise levels in the study area. 
Overall, the environmental studies for the 1-195 project presented a 
reasonably accurate prediction of noise levels in the subject communities, 
when compared to recently measured levels. 

An assessment of traffic data randomly sampled during the noise 
monitoring, program showed somewhat higher truck percentages and greater 
directional distribution in some cases, compared to data used in the 1981/82 
environmental study. 



1-195 - RELAY/ST.DENIS 
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24-HOUR NOISE LEVEL SUMMARY 
I_195 _ RELAY/ST.DENIS 

4946 HAZEL AVENUE 
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AVERAGE (Leq) HOURLY NOISE LEVEL (dBA) 

12:00 
IN 

Hourly Noise Level 

3:00 6:00 
PM 

9:00 12:00 
IM 

3:00 6:00 9:00 
AM 

TIME OF DAY 

Chart developed from series of tests 
conducted December, 1993 to reflect 
highest noise level for each hour. 

12:00 
IPIM 

EXHIBIT 2 
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TABLE 1 

SUMMARY ON AVERAGE (Leq) NOISE LEVELS 
1-195 - Relay/St.Denis 

December, 1993 

Test 
Site 
No.  Location / Description 

1 Richardson Mews/Francis Ave. 
- West End and Piedmont Cts. 
- Francis Ave.,east of 1-195 

2 Richardson Mews 
- 5728 Richardson Mews 
Square (Side yard) 

3 818 Francis Avenue 
- west of 1-195 (Side yard) 

4 816 Francis Avenue 
- west of 1-195 (2nd row 
residence) (Front yard) 

5 4942 Tulip Avenue 
- Side yard (At dead end of 
street at 1-195) 

6 4946 Tulip Avenue 
- Front yard (2nd row 
residence) 

7 4946 Hazel Avenue * 
- Side yard (At dead end of 
street at 1-195) 

8 17 2 3 Magnolia Avenue 
- Front yard (2nd row 
residence) 

9 1734 Magnolia Avenue 
- Front yard 

10 1813 Main Street at South 
St. (St.Denis) 
- Side yard 

11 1813 Main Street and 5112 
South Street (St.Denis) 
- Side and backyard 

12 1845 Sutton Ave.(St.Denis) 
- Backyard 

Morning    Daytime 
(AM) Rush (Non-Rush) 
f6-9am)   f9am-3pm) 

62 

64 

65 

64 

71 

63 

69 

65 

61 

61 

66 

62 

59 

61 

62 

61 

68 

60 

66 

62 

58 

58 

63 

59 

Evening 
(PM) Rush 
f3-7pm) 

61 

63 

64 

63 

70 

62 

68 

64 

60 

.60 

65 

61 

* - 24-hour test site 
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EXHIBIT 3 
MAXIMUM Leq NOISE LEVELS / IMPACTED RESIDENCES 

1-195 - RELAY/ST.DENIS 
COMMUNITY NOISE IMPACT STUDY 

December, 1993 

A9A - measurement site / Leq (dBA) 

Q - impacted residence 
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TABLE 2 - COMPARISON WITH ORIGINAL ENVIRONMENTAL STUDY 
1-195 - Relay/St.Denis 
December, 1993 

SITE HIGHEST Leq DURING GIVEN STUDY (YEAR) 

1 '             . 6 2 dBA 

2 6 4 dBA 

3 65 dBA 

4 64 dBA 

5 71 dBA 

6 63 dBA 

7 6 9 dBA 

8 6 5 dBA 

g 61 dBA 

10 

12 

61 dBA 

j^ 66 dBA 

62 dBA 

*   - for design year 2005 
n/a - data not available. 

67 dBA 

66 dBA 

65 dBA 

n/a 

72 dBA 

n/a 

72 dBA 

n, /a 

62 dBA 

64 dBA 

64 dBA 

62 dBA 
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TRAFFIC NOISE IMPACT STUDY 

1-195    FROtl 1-95 TO U.S.ROUTE 1 
RELAY / ST.DENIS 

EXHIBIT 4 

CLASSIFIED TRAFFIC COUMTS TAKEN DURING NOISE nEASUREflENT STUDIES  | CALCULATED TRAFFIC PARAMETERS 1 
TOTAL DIR. ! Site Leq 

DATE TIME AUTOS flTU) HT(2) DIRECTION | UOLUtlE DISTRIB.(3)   *HT XHT | # NBA) 

12/10/93 8:00-8:10 m 197 10 UG     | 213 2.8!! 4.7* i 5  71 

423 U 18 EB     | 452 68.0!! EB    2.4X 4.0* | 

3990 - HOURLY V0LUI1E (EQUIUALENT)(4)   | 
I 

12/10/93 8:20-8:30 fltl • 184 6 tB 194 2.1* 3.1* 7  69 

418 14 EB 441 
3810 - 

69.4X EB    2.OX 
HOURLY UOLUtlE (EQUIVALENT) 

3.2* 

12/13/93 8:55-9:05 fill 220 12 ys 236 1.7* 5.1* 2  64 

387 8 EB 401 
3822 - 

63.0* EB    1.5* 
HOURLY VOLUME (EQUIVALENT) 

^.U* 

12/14/93 8:00-8:05 AM 118 7 UB 126 0.8* 5.6* 7  68 

16? 2 EB 172 
!   3576 • 

57.7* EB    0.6* 
• HOURLY VOLUME (EQUIVftLENT) 

1.2* 

1 

12/14/93 8:30-8=40 m 199 6 UB |    208 1.4* 2.9* |  5  69 

391 4 EB |    400 
|   3648 

65.8* EB    1.3* 
- HOURLY VOLUME (EQUIVALENT) 

1.0* 1 
1 
| 

12/14/93 8=45-8:55 An 185 4 UB |    195 3.1* 2.1* |  7  66 

334 1 EB |    340 
|   3210 

63.6* EB    1.5* 
- HOURLY VOLUME (EQUIVALENT) 

0.3* 1 
1 

HISTORICAL COMPARISON OF TRAFFIC DATA 

DATE   SOURCE       ADT   (YEAR) 

HOURLY 
VOLUME 

DIR. 
DISTRIB. 

1982   FEIS/NOISE REPORT  44200   2005     3978   50.0* 

1993   Md SHA 32000   1993     3200   60.0* 
TRflFF.FORECAST.SECT. 

XMT 

1.0* 

1.2* 

XHT 

2.0* 

1.5* 

(1) - mediuGi-duty truck (2 axles, 6 wheels, no exhaust stack) 

(2) - heauy-duty truck (3 or more axles, w/exhaust stack) 

(3) - highest'percentage of total vehicle uolume traueling in one direction 

(4) - combined total uolume (both directions), adjusted to 1-hour 
(example: 10-minute uolume X 6 = hourly uolume (equiualent)) 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

/"P" O.James Lighthizer 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

September 30, 1994 

The Honorable Nancy L Murphy 
Senate of Maryland 
2nd Floor 
1330 Sulphur Spring Road 
Arbutus MD   21227-2794 

Dear Sen^tofl^urphy:' 

Thank you for the letter we recently received from you ion behalf of the residents of the 
Huntsmoor section of the Halethorpe community.   I would like to address your 
questions about the noise barrier project in their neighborhood and about barriers 
generally. v 

Noise abatement projects are classified, as either Type I or Type li projects. Those 
which fall into Type II involve the;construction of noise barriers at.locations.where the. 
highway was built before environmental impact analyses became a requirement of the 
highway development process. These are stand-alone, projects which consist only of 
barrier erection. 

Project #26 (from north of Southwestern Boulevard to north of Metropolitan 
Boulevard) is one of our remaining Type II projects.   It has been determined to meet 
all of the criteria established by our policy, but has not yet been funded.  We are 
initiating design for the remaining, unfunded, retrofit noise barrier projects.  Our goal is 
to fund them over the next several, years, subject' to the availability of federal funds 
and a local share of 20% of the project cost. . . 

Type I noise abatement projects, on the other hand, are those which are built in 
conjunction with roadway construction.' Such a projectiis'planned because an 
environmental impacfanalysis, conducted as a part of-the highway planning process, 
predicts that the noise impact from the proposed, highway will exceed a. threshold 
reading of 67 decibels (dBA).  Barriers such as those along I-97 and I-795 are- 
examples of Type I projects.  In the case of I-97, the widening and expansion of    . -- 
existing MD 3 will result in increased.'noise impacts because traffic will be located 
closer to the adjacent communities. With the construction of I-795, a new highway 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-300-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free    .. 
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The Honorable Nancy L Murphy 
v—.   September 30, 1994 

Page Two • 

was introduced where no highway previously existed, resulting in noise levels which 
met or exceeded the 67 dBA impact threshold. When we analyze potential 
environmental impacts from new construction and find that a mitigable noise impact 
will result, mitigation is generally included in the project as a condition of our receiving 
federal funds for the road construction. . - 

! hope this information satisfactorily addresses your concerns.  As you requested, we 
have enclosed a copy of our status update on Type II projects.   If you should have 
any questions, please feel free to contact me or Charlie Adams, Director of our Office 
of Environmental Design.' Gharlie can be reached at (410) 333-8063. 

Sincerely, 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

Enclosure 

cc: Mr. Charles B. Adams 
Mr. James Hade 

>*'i 4^     r 
M 

r>^ i 
> 

^ 5^ L^ ,r 

V 
AM 

^ 



/ 

\ 

MarylandQepartment of Transportation 
State Highway Administration' 

0. James Lighthizer 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Adm.rvstrator 

November 25, 1994 

The Honorable DaFfertJfowrT 
Council Member 
Howard County Council 
George Howard Building 
3430 Court House Drive 
Ellicott City MD 21043-4392 

The Honorable Shane Pendergrass 
Chairman 
Howard County Council 
George Howard Building 
3430 Court House Drive 
Ellicott City MD 21043-4392 

Dear Councilman Drown and Chairman Pendergrass: 

We have evaluated the impact of highway traffic noise on the Hunt Club Estates 
community, adjacent to I-95 in the Elkridge area, as well as looked at the feasibility of 
constructing barriers. I have enclosed a copy of the report for your review. 

The study monitored noise at homes which predate I-95, because homes built after 
the highway was constructed would not qualify for noise abatement under our criteria. 
We determined that noise levels at 12 homes are at or above the noise impact 
threshold of 67 decibels (dBA). These homes were included.in the noise barrier 
feasibility and cost analysis. 

The enclosed plan (labeled Exhibit A), shows the noise barrier that would be required 
to provide optimum noise reduction for the identified, impacted residences.  (We 
achieve optimum results when we reduce noise levels at all such residences by 7-10 
dBA;  a change of less than 5 dBA is difficult to perceive;) A barrier system would 
range in height from 14-24 feet and would be approximately 2200 feet long. The cost 
of this system would be over $1,700,000. 

•y i i c;/ •... i ... 

One of the "criteria^ which guides our noise barrier program is a maximum expenditure 
of $40,000 per residence. We calculate this figure by dividing the number of affected 
homes which would be protected by a barrier, into the total cost of. the barrier. In this 
case, where there are 12 affected homes, the barrier would cost well over $95,000 per 
residence. 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 * Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland; 21202 
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"The Honorable Darrel Drown 
The Honorable Shane Pendergrass 
November 25, 1994 
Page Two 

We also considered a scaled-down barrier design which provided the minimum 
acceptable noise reduction of 5 dBA at the most severely impacted residences. The 
cost of such a system would range from $800,000 to $900,000, which translates to a 
cost per residence of from $66,000 to $75,000. 

Under either approach, the cost would greatly exceed our criteria. We have therefore 
determined that the Hunt Club Estates community does not qualify for noise 
abatement. 

I am sorry that we cannot offer a more positive response.  If you have any further 
questions, please feel free to call me or Charlie Adams, Director of our Office of 
Environmental Design. Charlie can be reached (410) 333-8063. 

Sincerely, 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

Enclosures 

cc:      Ms. Kim Acton 
Mr. Charles B. Adams 
Ms. Natalie Eades 
Mr. Ken Polcak 
Ms. Betty Sydnor 



O. James Lighthizer 

Maryland Department of Transportation   VJ^^.^tp      HaTtessoH 
State Highway Administration Adminisiraior 

December 9, 1994 

The Honorable Carol S. Petzold 
Maryland House of Delegates 
14113 Chadwlck Lane 
RockvilleMD 20853-2103 

Dear Delegate Petzold: 

I am writing about the project to landscape the median of Layhill Road, MD 182.  Our 
plan was to have this work started by this fall.  However, one of the bidders has 
challenged the low bid. This, in turn, delayed the execution of the contract for this 
project. 

We expect that the issue will be resolved within the next month. However, with the 
approach of winter, we will be unable to proceed with the work until next spring. We 
truly regret this unavoidable delay. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me or Charles Adams, 
our Director of Environmental Design. Charles can be reached at (410) 333-8063. 

Sincerely, 

L^Hal ^assoff 
TV Administrator 

oC.^r^s^Y'if 

cc:     Mr. Charles B. Adams 

My telephone number is  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
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The Honorable Carol S. Petzold 
December 9, 1994 
Page Two 

bcc:    Mr. Creston J. Mills, Jr. 
Mr. Bruce Gartner 
Mr. Richard Mclntyre 

-)> 
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, 0. James Lighthizer 

Maryland Department of Transportation >-fb HaTtessoH 
Sfafe Highway Administration Administrator 

February 17, 1994 

The Honorable Joseph R. Robison 
Mayor 
City of Laurel 
350 Municipal Square 
Laurel MD 20707-4181 

Dear Mayor Robison: 

I am writing to follow up your previous correspondence with Governor Schaefer and 
Secretary Lighthizer regarding the noise barrier along I-95 at the West Laurel 
community. 

In your letters, you expressed concerns about the effects of noise levels on 
unprotected communities on the opposite side of the highway. We are building an 
absorptive noise barrier which will prevent reflection of noise to other areas. With this 
type of construction, we do not expect any negative impact on residences opposite 
the barrier. 

I hope that this information satisfies your concerns regarding the West Laurel project. 
If you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact me or Charlie Adams, 
Director of our Office of Environmental Design. Charlie can be reached at 
(410) 333-8063. 

Sincerely, 

Kassoff /?  (        J A-   u/o 
Administrator 

f.i. u 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams o^-r8-'^    vi   ^"l/ 

My telephone number is _  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



The Honorable Joseph R. Robison |   '  ' 
February 17, 1994 
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bcc:   Mr. Gene Miller 



0. James Lighthizer 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
State Highway Administration Aam^aio, 
Maryland Department of Transportation /o 

February 17, 1994 

The Honorable Richard Rynd 
Maryland House of Delegates 
310 Lowe House Office Building 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Delegate Rynd: 

I am responding to your recent telephone inquiry to Charlie Adams, Director of our 
Office of Environmental Design, concerning the traffic noise situation at two locations 
adjacent to I-695 in Baltimore County. One is the Woodholme Village community 
located west of Woodholme Avenue and the other is Woodholme Avenue itself. 

There are a number of criteria that must be met for a community to be considered for 
noise abatement measures under the State Highway Administration Noise Abatement 
Policy.  One of these requires a majority of the impacted homes to have been built 
prior to the original construction of the highway. A number of years ago we studied 
the Woodholme Village/Woodholme Avenue areas and found that the homes in 
Woodholme Village were constructed after completion of I-695; unfortunately, this 
community does not meet the requirement for date of construction under the policy. 

Our investigation of the area along Woodholme Avenue found there were homes in 
this location that pre-date the original Beltway construction.  However, they do not 
meet the reasonable cost criterion of the policy. This is calculated by dividing the 
number of homes impacted into the cost of noise abatement measures, and the 
resultant cost per residence cannot exceed $40,000. Since the homes along 
Woodholme Avenue are sparsely situated, the cost of $40,000 per impacted residence 
would be greatly exceeded. 

We receive many more requests for noise barriers than we have the resources to 
address, and we must adhere strictly to the policy requirements in order to ensure a 
fair and equitable method of determining where noise barriers should be considered 
and erected. The retrofit noise barriers along the Beltway, including those near Liberty 
Road for the Woodlawn and Lochearn communities, were built because these areas 
met the eligibility criteria of the policy. 

My telephone number is ___  

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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/ ^ /^ The Honorable Richard Rynd 
February 17, 1994 
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I hope this information clarifies the situation concerning noise abatement at the 
Woodholme Village and Woodholme Avenue areas.  If you have any questions or wish 
to discuss this matter further, please feel free to contact me or Charlie Adams. 
Charlie can be reached at (410) 333-8063. 

Sincerely, 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams 



\<3C<? O. James Lighthizer 

Mary/and Department of Transportation ' HaitessoH 
State Highway Administration AdListSor 

July?, 1994 

The Honorable Richard Rynd 
310 Lowe House Office Building 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Delegate Rynd: 

Secretary O. James Lighthizer has asked me to reply to you on his behalf and to 
thank you for sending him the letter you received from the Stevenson Post 
Homeowners' Association. 

Your letter to the association was correct: noise barriers cannot be built until widening 
of the Beltway (I-695) occurs. The reason for this is that the Stevenson Post area was 
developed after the Beltway and would only qualify for noise abatement in conjunction 
with future expansion of I-695. 

We are presently evaluating a number of areas along the Beltway to determine if they 
meet the criteria for a noise barrier. This evaluation includes the anticipated noise 
impact from Beltway expansion, the feasibility of building an effective barrier, and the 
reasonableness of cost (which must be less than $40,000 per residence). We expect 
to finish our studies by mid-September, at which time we will contact you with the 
results. 

If the area is determined to meet noise abatement criteria, a barrier will be constructed 
as part of future Beltway widening. These needed improvements have not yet been 
scheduled because funding is not currently available. 

In the meantime, if you have any questions, feel free to call me or Charles Adams, 
Director of our Office of Environmental Design.  Charlie can be reached at 
(410) 333-8063. 

Sincerely, 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

rcc: Mr. Charles B. Adams 
^1. 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 



.(^2? 0. James Lighthizer 

Maryland'Departmentoi'Transportation        ' HaiSsoff 
State Highway Administration AdminiSor 

October 27, 1994 

The Honorable Paul S. Sarbanes 
United States Senate 
Hart Senate Office Building 
Room 309 
Washington DC 20510-2002 

Dear Senator Sarbanes: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning a sound barrier for the Willow Grove 
Community in Prince George's County. 

Senator Decatur Trotter's letter to Congressman Albert R. Wynn accurately 
summarizes the circumstances at Willow Grove.  Due to an oversight, sound barriers 
were not fully considered along the section of US 50 where Willow Grove is located. 
An in-depth feasibility study to determine if an effective sound barrier could be 
provided within our cost guidelines is now underway and will be completed by the end 
of this year. 

If the study determines that all criteria are met, we will proceed with the preparation of, 
final construction documents by June 1995.  Funding for a barrier would come from 
federal money which we receive annually for highway construction, and which cannot 
be committed until the results of the feasibility study are available. We are dedicated 
to working with the community, Senator Trotter, and you to fund a project if the 
feasibility study results are favorable. 

I hope this information adequately responds to your concerns. If you have any 
additional questions, please feel free to contact me or Charlie Adams, Director of our 
Office of Environmental Design. Charlie can be reached at (410) 333-8063. 

Sincerely,, 

fal Kassoff 
Administrator 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore. Maryland 21202 
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bcc:    Mr. Jim Hade 
Mr. Creston J. Mills, Jr. 
Mr. Charles R. Olsen 
Mr. Thomas L Osborne 
Mr. Neil J. Pedersen 

Prepared By: Charles B. Adams 

.«*• 



4>_? O. James Lighthizer 

Maryland Department of Transportation ]      '•*•        ^ZLou 
Sta te High way A dm in is tra tion AdminSor 

Decembers, 1994 

The Honorable Leonard H. Teiteibaum 
Maryland House of Delegates 
221 House Office Building 
6 Governor Bladen Boulevard 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Delegate Teiteibaum: 

I am writing about the project to landscape the median of Layhill Road, MD 182.  Our 
plan was to have this work started by this fall.  However, one of the bidders has 
challenged the low bid. This, in turn, delayed the execution of the contract for this 
project. 

We expect that the issue will be resolved within the next month.  However, with the 
approach of winter, we will be unable to proceed with the work until next spring. We 
truly regret this unavoidable delay. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me or Charles Adams, 
our Director of Environmental Design. Charles can be reached at (410) 333-8063. 

Sincerely, 

c/.^y?^,'^^ 
L< Hal Kassoff 
[j Administrator 

cc:      Mr. Charles 6. Adams 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 



The Honorable Leonard H. Teitelbaum ""•*' 
December 9, 1994 
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bcc:    Mr. Creston J. Mills, Jr. 
Mr. Bruce Gartner 
Mr. Richard Mclntyre 



O. James Lighlhizer 

Maryland Department of Transportation ^ ^ec
1
re'ary ,f 

State Highway Administration SSaSf 

Decembers, 1994 

The Honorable Virginia M. Thomas 
Maryland House of Delegates 
6153 Forty Winks Way 
Columbia MD 21045-4513 

Dear Delegate Thomas: 

Thank you for your letter on behalf of Mr. Williams, regarding noise near his residence 
adjacent to MD 32 in Columbia. 

As you requested, we do intend to monitor current noise levels at Mr. Williams' home. 
We will also investigate the possibility of providing some sort of landscape buffer 
which would create a visual shield from the traffic along MD 32. 

In the next two weeks, someone from our Environmental Design Office will contact Mr. 
Williams to discuss a timetable for obtaining these measurements. In the meantime, if 
you have any questions, please feel free to call me or Charlie Adams, Director of our 
Office of Environmental Design. Charlie can be reached at (410) 333-8063. 

Sincerely, 

J^VHal Kassoff I f'  Administrator 

cc:     Mr. Charles B. Adams 
Mr^Jim Hade 
MsT Shawn Newson 
Mr. Robert Williams 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address:.707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 

1 



Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration •\s & 

O. James Lighthizer 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

October 24, 1994 

The Honorable Virginia M. Thomas 
House of Delegates 
6153 Forty Winks Way 
Columbia MD 21045-4313 

Dear Delegate Thomas: 

Thank you for your letter on behalf of Mr. Murray Huntoon, regarding the noise 
situation near his residence adjacent to US 29 in Columbia. 

We have talked to Mr. Huntoon about his request and have just received 
documentation from him which recounts his efforts to receive noise abatement.  Once 
we have reviewed this information, we will be able to determine whether a re-analysis 
of the area will be necessary. 

We will contact you when we have finished this review, which I expect to occur within 
approximately 30 days, to give you our findings.  In the meantime, should you have 
any questions, please feel free to contact me or Charles Adams, Director of our Office 
of Environmental Design.  Charles can be reached at (410) 333-8063. 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

cc:      Mr. Charles B. Adams 
Mr. James Hade 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street • Baltimore. Maryland 21202 



,$    '",1 , p. O.James Lighthizer 
x'^i Secretary 

MarylandDepartmentonmns^ »^ 
State Highway Administration 

April 5, 1994 

The Honorable Virginia M. Thomas 
Maryland House of Delegates 
219 Lowe House Office Building 
6 Governor Bladen Boulevard 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear Delegate Thomas: 

Thank you for your recent letter about the issues which have been raised by your 

Constituents in the River Glen neighborhood. 

Your tirs, item concerned the P^.^ZtX^^^'^ aS 

The feasibiiity of an extensnn 7" ^"3^ proposed modifications, 
wetlands, topography and cost of any^ "99^ ^ P   P^ benefrt it might have 

SrX^SK ITS:'ffii#2*3i also address additional 
screening. 

an additional psychological benefit is achieved. 

u • .« 1, ten^ ^HA can install a six foot chainlink fence in the River Regarding the cha.nlmk fence, SHA can nsia.a of {ence> we 

Glen area.  If the Homeowners' ^^^^e chainllrtffence.  District 
could participate in the cost ^^^^^on for discussion at your 

you meet with him. 

My telephone number is 
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The Honorable Virginia M. Thomas 
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at (301) 694-2145. 

Sincerely 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

cc:      Mr. Douglas R. Rose 



I'll 

The Honorable Virginia M. Thomas 
April 5, 1994 
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bcc:    Mr. Charles B. Adams 

^•i-i 



VIRGINIA M. THOMAS                                                                                  ^ ) Q  (^ LEGISLATIVE OFFICE: 
VICE CHAIRMAN                                                                                                        ^^ ' LOWE OFFICE BLDC, ROOM 219-C 
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February 9,   1994 

Mr. Hal Kassoff, Administrator 
State Highway Administration 
707 North Calvert St. 
Baltimore, Md. ,2^201 

Dear Mr. 

I recently met with the members of the River Glen Homeowners 
Association and listened to their concerns regarding highway noise, 
visual screening and ready access to the community which makes the 
residents vulnerable to unwanted intruders. 

I am sure you are aware that River Glen is located at the 
intersection of Maryland Rt. 32 and Rt. 29 in Howard County. 

There are a number of questions I have and I would appreciate 
it if you would address each of them. 

Item 1. Noise Abatement: Currently there is an earthen berm 
which, to my understanding, was constructed to prevent water run- 
off rather than for noise abatement. I am wondering if it is 
possible to enlarge the berm to create a noise barrier within the 
100 foot setback without encroaching on private property? Secondly, 
it is my understanding that SHA is planning to do a noise study in 
mid-1996 after the current construction on Rt. 32 is completed. Is 
it possible to do that study now using computer models? 

The third question on this subject would be whether additional 
plantings on the berm would provide any additional barrier to the 
noise? 

Item 2. Ready Access and Visual Screening: Citizens have 
complained that strangers present themselves at all hours and, 
claiming to have car trouble, ask to use the telephone. Currently 
there is no fence to control this access. There is also a problem 
with neighborhood children cutting through other neighbors yards to 
cross Rt. 32. This is an extremely dangerous practice. 
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I understand that you have plans for installing a six foot 
high chainlink fence as a part of the current Rt. 32 project. My 
question on this matter is whether SHA would be willing to 
negotiate with the Community Association to provide a stockade type 
fence to act as a visual screen and security barrier? The 
Association members have indicated a willingness to contribute 
financially achieve this goal. However, it would be necessary for 
you to ascertain the difference in the cost of the two types of 
fencing before they would be able to commit to the project. 
Finally, from a safety point of view, I think that the community 
should not have to wait until 1996 for this project to get 
underway. 

After I receive your response and review your answers to these 
questions, I would like to arrange a meeting with you, me and the 
Association. 

Your time and attention to these inquiries is greatly 
appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Virginia M. Thomas 
District 13A 
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Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration 

)Q$ O. James Lighthizer 
Secretary 

Hal Kassoff 
Administrator 

November 16, 1994 

The Honorable Virginia M. Thomas 
Maryland House of Delegates 
6153 Forty Winks Way 
Columbia MD 21405-4313 

Dear Deleqate-THomas: 

We have reviewed the information which pertains to the request of your constituent, 
Mr. Murray Huntoon, and I would like to share our findings with you. 

The community of Guilford Downs was evaluated for noise impacts as part of an 
environmental study conducted during planning for the widening of US 29.  We found 
that noise levels in that area would exceed the Federal Highway Administration noise 
criteria by 1-5 decibels.  However, we also found that the cost to construct a noise 
barrier would be approximately $90,000 per home. This greatly exceeds our $40,000 
per residence maximum.  In light of this information, the Guilford Downs community 
does not qualify for noise abatement. 

I regret that we can't give you a more positive response.  If you have any questions, 
please feel free to contact me or Charlie Adams, Director of our Office of 
Environmental Design.  Charlie can be reached at (410) 333-8063. 

Kassoff 
Administrator 

cc: Mr. Charles B. Adams 
Mr. James Hade 
Mr. Murray Huntoon 
Ms. Shawn Newson 

My telephone number is 

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 
1 -800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 • Baltimore, MD 21203-0717 
e>root ftHHrocc-  707 Worth Cslvprt Strpot • Baltimore. Maryland 21202- 


